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INTRODUCTION 


“No  one  starts  a  war  or  rather,  no  one  in  his  senses  ought  to  do  so,  without 
first  being  clear  in  his  mind  what  he  intends  to  achieve  by  that  war  and 
how  he  intends  to  conduct  it.  .  .  .  Since  war  is  not  an  act  of  senseless 
passion  but  is  controlled  by  its  political  object,  the  value  of  this  object 
must  determine  the  sacrifices  made  for  it  in  magnitude  and  also  in 
duration.  Once  the  expenditure  of  effort  exceeds  the  value  of  the  political 
object,  the  object  must  be  renounced  and  peace  must  follow.” 

-  Carl  Von  Clausewitz,  On  War^ 


This  thesis  will  examine  the  linkage  between  a  lack  of  a  comprehensive  plan  for 
war  termination  and  strategic  communications  in  Iraq  following  Operation  Desert  Storm 
and  the  terrorist  attacks  on  September  11,  2001,  against  the  World  Trade  Center  and  the 
Pentagon.  Initially,  these  two  events  appear  to  be  independent  of  each  other;  however, 
once  broken  down  into  a  cause  and  effect  chain  of  events,  there  is  an  unmistakable  tie. 

General  (GEN)  H.  Norman  Schwarzkopf  was  given  little  guidance  in  developing 
the  Safwan  Accords  which  were  the  terms  of  cease  fire  in  the  aftermath  of  Operation 
Desert  Storm.  On  March  3,  1991,  the  delegation  of  Iraqi  officers  agreed  to  all  cease-fire 
terms,  but  asked  for  the  use  of  their  helicopters  under  the  guise  of  efficient  transport  since 
combat  operations  destroyed  a  large  portion  of  their  infrastructure.  These  helicopters 
were  later  used  very  effectively  to  put  down  uprisings  of  the  Iraqi  people:  the  Kurds  in 
the  Northern  portion  of  Iraq  and  the  Shiite  in  the  South.  The  uprisings  were  spurred  by 
earlier  comments  of  President  George  H.  W.  Bush  interpreted  to  mean  the  United  States 
(U.S.)  would  provide  them  aid  if  a  revolt  was  executed.  However,  when  the  ground 


Carl  von  Clausewitz,  On  War,  Edited  and  translated  by  Miehael  Howard  and  Peter  Paret  (Prineeton,  NJ: 
Prineeton  University  Press,  1989),  92. 
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campaign  of  Operation  Desert  Storm  eoneluded  and  the  Kurds  and  Shiites  rose  up  against 
Saddam,  the  U.S.  military,  with  large  numbers  still  in  theater,  did  not  beeome  involved. 

In  response  to  the  use  of  Iraqi  helieopters  against  the  uprisings,  the  United 
Nations  (UN)  passed  UN  Seeurity  Couneil  Resolution  688  on  April  3,  1991,  whieh 
demanded  the  end  of  Iraqi  repression  against  both  the  Kurds  and  the  Shiites.  In 
eonjunetion  with  Resolution  688  and  the  Safwan  Aeeords,  the  U.S.,  Britain  and  Franee 
established  the  Northern  No-Fly  Zone  (NFZ)  with  the  ereation  of  Operation  Northern 
Wateh  (ONW)  and  the  Southern  NFZ  on  August  26,  1992,  with  the  ineeption  of 
Operation  Southern  Wateh  (OSW).  Coalition  forees  were  stationed  in  Turkey  for  ONW 
and  primarily  out  of  Kuwait  and  Saudi  Arabia  for  OSW. 

Unknown  to  the  U.S.  and  the  Coalition  members  at  time,  these  events  would  lead 
to  the  long  term  presenee  of  Western  forees  in  Saudi  Arabia  and  lead  to  the 
intensifieation  of  militant  Islamie  attitudes  toward  the  U.S.,  espeeially  by  Osama  Bin 
Laden. 

Osama  Bin  Laden  is  the  son  of  a  wealthy  Saudi  eonstruetion  businessman  with 
strong  ties  to  the  Saudi  royal  family.  He  was  raised  as  a  strict  Sunni  Muslim  and  strongly 
adhered  to  the  striet  Wahhabi  praetiees  based  on  the  Quran  and  Sharia  law.  After 
graduating  from  eollege  in  1979,  he  traveled  to  Afghanistan  to  support  the  armed 
resistanee,  or  mujahideen,  against  the  Soviet  invasion. 

Bin  Laden  initially  aeting  as  a  finaneier,  logistieian  and  reeruiter  for  the  Arab 
portion  of  the  mujahideen,  or  Afghan  Arabs.  The  Islamie  Salvation  Foundation,  or  Al- 
Qaeda  ,  was  formed  in  1985  to  faeilitate  support  to  their  efforts  in  Afghanistan.  Bin 


^  When  translated  means  “The  Base,”  or  “The  Foundation.” 
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Laden  and  the  other  Arabs  later  developed  a  reputation  for  their  eourageous  fighting, 
even  if  mueh  of  it  was  an  exaggeration  of  aetual  events. 

Osama  Bin  Laden’s  eneounters  in  Afghanistan  deepened  his  Islamie  faith  even 
further  and  eaused  him  to  feel  his  experienee  of  jihad,  or  “Holy  War”,  eould  be  put  to  use 
elsewhere  throughout  the  Islamie  world.  Al-Qaeda’s  primary  stated  mission  was  to  battle 
the  regimes  of  Muslim  eountries  they  felt  were  un-Islamie  and  the  Western  governments 
that  supported  them,  i.e.  the  United  States. 

In  1989,  when  Soviet  forees  withdrew  from  Afghanistan,  an  emboldened  Bin 
Laden  returned  to  Saudi  Arabia  where  he  was  highly  voeal  against  the  polieies  and 
eorruption  of  the  government  and  quiekly  fell  out  of  favor  with  the  royal  family.  When 
Saddam  Hussein’s  Iraqi  military  forees  attaeked  Kuwait  on  August  2,  1990,  Bin  Laden 
approaehed  the  Saudi  royal  family  and  proposed  using  the  mujahideen  to  proteet  Saudi 
Arabia.  He  personally  sought  to  regain  some  of  the  glory  he  felt  in  Afghanistan. 
However,  his  pride  was  dealt  a  stunning  blow  and  was  greatly  embarrassed  when  the 
Saudi  royal  family  rejeeted  his  offer  and  instead  aeeepted  assistanee  from  the  United 
States  and  invited  the  non-Muslim  forees  into  the  land  of  the  two  holiest  sites  in  the 
Islamie  faith,  Meeea  and  Medina. 

He  beeame  even  more  voeal  and  was  expelled  from  Saudi  Arabia  and  fled  to 
Sudan  in  1991  where  he  set  up  several  front  businesses  for  Al-Qaeda  and  numerous 
training  eamps.  Bowing  to  U.S.  diplomatie  pressure,  Sudan  drove  him  out  in  1996  and 
he  went  baek  to  Afghanistan  where  he  developed  a  relationship,  primarily  finaneial,  with 
Mullah  Omar  and  the  Taliban  government.  Given  the  high  degree  of  sanetuary  in 
Afghanistan  afforded  by  the  Taliban,  Al-Qaeda  built  extensive  training  and  logisties 
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support  infrastructure.  In  1996,  Bin  Laden  issued  a  deelaration  of  war,  ealling  for  armed 
struggle  against  the  Western  powers  oeeupying  Muslim  lands.  Later  in  1998,  he  issued  a 
fatwa,  or  religious  ruling,  again  ealling  for  all  Muslims  to  rid  Saudi  Arabia  of  U.S.  forees 
that  eontinued  to  enforee  the  Southern  NFZ,  as  well  as  U.S.  support  to  Israel. 

Bin  Laden  also  baeked  up  the  rhetorie  eontained  in  his  deelarations  with 
substantive  aetion  in  the  form  of  direet  terrorist  attaeks  on  U.S.  forees  and  interests  as 
well  as  supporting  other  faetions  that  desired  to  infliet  easualties  on  U.S.  allies  -  all 
leading  up  to  the  speetaeular  attaeks  of  September  1 1 ,  200 1 .  Confirmed  Al-Qaeda 
aetions  inelude:  the  1993  attaeks  on  U.S.  personnel  in  Mogadishu,  Somalia;  the  August 
1998  simultaneous  bombings  of  the  U.S.  embassies  in  Kenya  and  Tanzania;  and  the 
Oetober  2000  bombing  of  the  USS  Cole  while  in  port  at  Yemen.  Terrorist  aetivity  with 
ties  to  Al-Qaeda  (personal  assoeiations,  inspiration,  training,  logisties  support,  ete.)  or 
suspeeted  Al-Qaeda  attaeks  inelude:  the  botehed  1992  attaek  on  U.S.  personnel  in  Yemen 
supporting  relief  efforts  in  Somalia;  the  1993  World  Trade  Center  bombing;  and  the  1995 
bombing  of  U.S.  personnel  at  the  Saudi  National  Guard  faeility  in  Riyadh;  and  the  1996 
bombing  in  Dhahran  of  the  Khobar  Towers  U.S.  military  housing  faeility. 

This  thesis  will  eonduet  a  brief  summary  of  the  exeeution  of  Operation  Desert 
Storm  and  delve  into  an  analysis  of  the  guidanee  given  to  GEN  Sehwarzkopf  in  order  to 
eonduet  negotiations  at  the  end  of  offensive  operations  and  the  repereussions  of  those 
events.  Additionally,  there  will  be  an  examination  of  the  strategie  eommunieations 
eoneerning  the  overall  aims  of  Operation  Desert  Storm,  with  a  foeus  on  regime  ehange  in 
Iraq.  An  in  depth  assessment  of  Osama  Bin  Laden,  to  inelude  his  family  baekground, 
upbringing,  ideology,  and  militant  aetivities  and  messages,  will  reveal  how  he  evolved 
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from  a  freedom  fighter  against  the  Soviet  Union  in  Afghanistan  to  the  leader  of  the  most 
feared  terrorist  organization  in  the  world  bent  on  the  destruetion  of  Western  soeiety. 
Special  attention  will  be  given  to  the  messages  Bin  Laden  delivered  to  the  world 
announcing  his  intentions  and  methods  for  attacking  the  United  States.  Finally,  the 
various  links  in  the  chain  will  be  forged  together  to  demonstrate  the  clear  correlation 
between  the  lack  of  a  comprehensive  plan  for  war  termination  and  strategic 
communications  in  Iraq  for  Operation  Desert  Storm  lead  up  to  the  terrorist  attacks  of 
September  11,  2001. 
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CHAPTER  1:  Raising  the  Shield  and  Unleashing  the  Storm 

“War  is  the  remedy  our  enemies  have  ehosen.  And  I  say  give  them  all 
they  want.” 

-  GEN  William  T.  Sherman^ 

“The  end  for  which  a  soldier  is  recruited,  clothed,  armed,  and  trained,  the 
whole  object  of  his  sleeping,  eating,  drinking,  and  marching,  is  simply  that 
he  should  fight  at  the  right  place  and  at  the  right  time.” 

-  Carl  Von  Clausewitz"^ 

Overview  of  Operations  Desert  Shield  and  Desert  Storm 

Iraq  had  emerged  from  a  bitter  8-year  war  with  Iran  in  1988  as  a  nation  that  was 
deeply  in  debt.  Saddam  Hussein  was  relying  on  revenue  from  Iraq’s  oil  industry  to  help 
rebuild  his  nation’s  wealth.  Kuwait,  Iraq’s  neighbor  to  the  south  and  one  of  the  primary 
holders  of  Iraq’s  war  debt,  had  refused  to  adopt  production  limitations  imposed  by  OPEC 
and  drove  the  price  per  barrel  of  oil  lower,  diminishing  the  value  of  Iraq’s  most  valuable 
resource.  Additionally,  Iraq  contested  the  shared  border  between  the  two  Persian  Gulf 
countries  and  disputed  access  to  the  Rumaila  oil  field  that  lay  along  the  border  region. 

The  seeds  of  conflict  were  sown. 

King  Eahd  of  Saudi  Arabia  attempted  to  negotiate  a  settlement  between  Iraq  and 
Kuwait  over  the  disputed  oil  fields  on  their  mutual  border  on  July  31,  1990,  but  talks 
broke  down  without  a  resolution^.  Two  days  later,  on  August  2,  at  0100  hours  local  time, 
the  Iraqi  Republican  Guard  was  the  lead  element  in  the  invasion  of  Kuwait  consisting  of 
three  divisions  (mechanized  and  armored)  synchronized  with  air  support,  an  air  assault, 
and  special  forces.  By  1900  hours  local  time  that  same  day,  Kuwait  City  was  secured. 

^  Norman  H  Schwarzkopf  and  Peter  Petre.  It  Doesn  ’t  Take  a  Hero  (New  York:  Bantam  Books,  1992), 

498. 

^  Claus ewitz,  95. 

^  Wright,  Lawrence.  The  Looming  Tower:  Al-Qaeda  and  the  Road  to  9/11  (New  York:  Alfred  A.  Knopf, 
2006),  156. 
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Iraqi  forces  then  turned  south  and  took  up  positions  on  the  border  between  Kuwait  and 
Saudi  Arabia.  By  the  end  of  the  day  on  August  4,  Iraqi  tanks  were  in  defensive  positions 
along  the  border  and  additional  supplies  were  brought  south  to  potentially  support 
additional  offensive  operations^. 

The  international  eommunity  was  quick  to  condemn  Saddam  Hussein’s  bold 
move  and  passed  a  series  of  United  Nations  Seeurity  Couneil  Resolutions.  The  first  eame 
immediately  after  the  Iraqi  invasion.  UN  Security  Council  Resolution  660,  whieh 
demanded  the  immediate  and  uneonditional  withdrawal  of  Iraqi  forees  from  Kuwait  and 
for  both  parties  to  begin  negotiations,  passed  unanimously.  Additional  UN  Security 
Council  Resolutions  passed  shortly  after  the  Iraqi  hostilities  were’: 

-  UN  Seeurity  Couneil  Resolution  662  (passed  on  August  9,  1990):  imposed 
sanetions  on  Iraq  and  deelared  the  Iraqi  annexation  of  Kuwait  was  null  and  void. 

-  UN  Seeurity  Couneil  Resolution  665  (passed  on  August  25,  1990):  authorized 
use  of  naval  forees  to  enforee  sanetions. 

The  Ameriean  response  to  the  Iraqi  invasion  was  swift.  President  Bush 
immediately  stated,  “This  will  not  stand. .  .this  will  not  stand,  this  aggression  against 

g 

Kuwait  ,”  and  on  August  5,  1990  laid  out  the  U.S.  national  strategie  end  state  in  National 
Seeurity  Direetive  (NSD)  45^  that  outlined,  “Four  prineiples  will  guide  U.S.  Poliey 
during  the  erisis”: 


^  United  States  Department  of  Defense,  Final  Report  to  Congress:  Conduct  of  the  Persian  Gulf  War,  April 
1992,  www.ndu.edu/library/epubs/cpgw.pdf  (accessed  January  10,  2008),  42-43. 

’  Center  for  Army  Lessons  Learned.  “Tracking  the  Storm.”  Military  Review  Vol.  LXXI No.  9  (September 
1991):  82. 

*  John  T.  Fishel.  Liberation,  Occupation,  and  Rescue:  War  Termination  and  Desert  Storm  (Strategic 
Studies  Institute:  U.S.  Army  War  College,  1992):  12. 

9 

George  H.W.  Bush  “National  Security  Directive  45:  U.S.  Policy  in  Response  to  the  Iraqi  Invasion  of 
Kuwait,”  August  20,  1990,  http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/NSAEBB/NSAEBB39document2.pdf  (accessed 
January  5,  2008),  contained  in  its  entirety  in  Appendix  C. 
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1.  “the  immediate,  complete  and  unconditional  withdrawal  of  Iraqi  forces 

from  Kuwaif  ’ 

2.  “the  restoration  of  Kuwait’s  legitimate  government  to  replace  the 

puppet  regime  installed  by  Iraq” 

3.  “a  commitment  to  the  security  and  stability  of  the  Persian  Gulf’ 

4.  “the  protection  of  the  lives  of  American  citizens  abroad” 

U.S.  Central  Command,  commanded  by  GEN  H.  Norman  Schwarzkopf,  prepared 
a  plan  to  defend  the  Kingdom  of  Saudi  Arabia.  Operation  Desert  Shield  called  for  the 
deployment  of  three  carrier  battle  groups'^,  two  Marine  Expeditionary  Eorces,  three 
Army  divisions,  700  aircraft,  and  take  approximately  17  weeks  to  have  all  forces  in 
place 

Permission  for  U.S.  forces  to  enter  Saudi  Arabia  had  yet  to  be  secured.  A 
delegation  headed  by  Secretary  of  Defense  Richard  Cheney  and  GEN  Schwarzkopf 
showed  Saudi  King  Eahd  intelligence  photos  of  the  Iraqi  forces  arrayed  against  the  desert 
Kingdom.  Secretary  Cheney  assured  the  King,  “We  will  seek  no  permanent  bases.  And 
when  you  ask  us  to  go  home,  we  will  leave  .”  The  King  quickly  agreed  and  the  first 
American  forces  arrived  on  August  7,  1990.  The  deployment  went  relatively  quickly  and 
the  last  necessary  defensive  forces  arrived  on  December  1 . 

Shortly  after  the  deployment  for  Operation  Desert  Shield  began,  planning  was 
already  underway  for  offensive  operations  to  forcibly  remove  Iraqi  forces  from  Kuwait. 
The  corresponding  force  structure  to  support  an  escalated  mission  called  for  three  more 
Army  divisions,  two  carrier  battle  groups,  a  Marine  division,  and  300  aircraft  that,  in 


***  There  was  also  another  earrier  battle  group  already  in  the  Persian  Gulf  at  that  time 

*’  Miehael  R.  Gordon  and  Bernard  L.  Trainor.  The  Generals  ’  War:  The  Inside  Story  of  the  Conflict  in  the 

Gulf  (Boston:  Little,  Brown  and  Company,  1995),  4. 

Sehwarzkopf,  354. 
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total,  would  take  three  months  to  be  in  place.  President  Bush  reviewed  the  forces  list  and 

approved  the  deployment  order  on  November  1,  1990  . 

International  support  also  grew  for  action  against  Iraq  in  the  form  of  a  robust 

Coalition  of  countries,  totaling  almost  thirty.  When  President  Bush  addressed  the  Iraqi 

people  on  September  16,  1990  he  stressed  the  fact  that  it  was  not  just  the  Americans 

undertaking  the  defense  of  Kuwait,  but  a  Coalition  of  many  countries  representing  varied 

cultural  backgrounds,  to  include  Arabs  and  Muslims.  He  said, 

“. .  .the  world  met  Iraq’s  invasion  with  a  chorus  of  condemnation: 
unanimous  resolution  in  the  United  Nations.  Twenty-seven  states  -  rich 
and  poor,  Arab,  Muslim,  Asian  and  African  -  have  answered  the  call  of 
Saudi  Arabia  and  free  Kuwait  and  sent  forces  to  the  gulf  region  to  defend 
against  Iraq'"^.” 

A  key  junction  in  the  formation  of  international  support  against  Iraq  was  achieved 
on  November  29,  1990.  The  UN  Security  Council  voted  12-2  for  Resolution  678  which 
demanded  “Iraq’s  unconditional  withdrawal  from  Kuwait  by  January  15,  1991.” 
Furthermore,  it  authorized  members,  “to  use  all  necessary  force”  to  eject  Iraqi  forces. 

CENTCOM  planners  continued  to  develop  the  offensive  campaign  that  would 
employ  U.S.  and  Coalition  forces  to  achieve  the  UN  Security  Council  Resolutions  and 
developed  Operation  Desert  Storm.  The  campaign  consisted  of  four  distinct  phases 
designed  to  achieve  specific  military  objectives. 

The  stated  military  objectives  of  Operation  Desert  Storm  were  distributed  to  U.S. 
and  Coalition  commanders  from  GEN  Schwarzkopf  in  a  memorandum  titled  “Strategic 


'^Gordon,  153-154. 

Center  for  Army  Lessons  Learned,  92. 
Ibid,  79. 
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Directive  to  Combined  Commander”.  In  the  memorandum,  it  clearly  laid  out  the  military 
objectives  as'^, 

“3.  OPERATIONAL  GUIDANCE.  The  objectives  of  your  offensive 
campaign  will  be  to  destroy  Iraqi  nuclear,  biological,  and  chemical 
production  facilities  and  weapons  of  mass  destruction;  occupy  southeast 
Iraq  until  combined  strategic  objectives  are  met;  destroy  or  neutralize  the 
Republican  Guard  Eorces  Command;  destroy,  neutralize,  or  disconnect  the 
Iraqi  national  command  authority;  safeguard,  to  the  extent  practicable, 
foreign  nationals  being  detained  in  Iraq  and  Kuwait;  and  degrade  or 
disrupt  Iraqi  strategic  air  defenses.” 

The  memorandum  went  on  to  discuss  the  corresponding  four  phases  of  Operation 
Desert  Storm  designed  to  achieve  the  established  military  objectives  as  previously  stated. 
The  four  phases  were'^: 

“Phase  1 :  Using  strategic  and  tactical  air  assets,  achieve  air  supremacy  in 
the  KTO  (Kuwait  Theater  of  Operations)  and  incapacitate  Iraq’s  command 
and  control  system.” 

“Phase  2:  Extend  the  air  war  to  destroy,  disrupt,  and  render  ineffective 
Iraq’s  warmaking  ability,  placing  top  priority  on  destroying  weapons  of 
mass  destruction  (nuclear,  biological,  and  chemical),  the  eight  Republican 
Guard  divisions,  and  petrochemical  facilities.” 

“Phase  3:  Having  isolated  the  theater,  conduct  an  intensive  bombing 
campaign  against  fielded  Iraqi  forces  in  Kuwait  proper,  with  the  aim  of 
disrupting,  demoralizing,  and  destroying  as  many  of  the  400,000  troops 
occupying  Kuwait  as  possible.” 

“Phase  4:  Having  attrited,  disrupted,  and  demoralized  the  Iraqi  Army, 
conduct  a  rapid  and  violent  ground  campaign  designed  to  surround, 
isolate,  and  defeat  completely  the  Iraqi  occupation  forces  in  Kuwait.” 

International  support  was  important  to  the  Bush  administration,  but  there  also  had 

to  be  U.S.  congressional  support.  On  January  8,  1991,  President  Bush  submitted  identical 

letters  to  both  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  and  the  Senate  Majority 


Schwarzkopf,  450. 

Lawrence  Freeman  and  Ephraim  Karsh.  The  Gulf  Conflict,  1990-1991:  Diplomacy  and  War  in  the  New 
World  Order  (Princeton:  Princeton  University  Press,  1993),  301. 


11 


Leader  requesting  eongress  to  authorize,  “the  use  of  all  necessary  means  to  implement 
UN  Security  Council  Resolution  678  The  Joint  Resolution  Authorizing  Use  of 
Military  Force  Against  Iraq  passed  both  chambers  on  January  12. 

The  last  hope  for  a  diplomatic  solution  came  with  the  meeting  of  U.S.  Secretary 
of  State  James  Baker  and  Iraqi  Foreign  Minister  Tariq  Aziz  in  Geneva,  Switzerland,  on 
January  9,  1991  The  event  proved  useless.  Aziz  refused  to  even  accept  a  letter  from 
President  Bush  to  Saddam  Hussein  and  the  stage  had  been  set  for  the  execution  of 
offensive  operations  against  Iraqi  forces. 

On  January  15,  the  deadline  set  forth  by  the  UN  Security  Council  Resolution  678, 
President  Bush  approved  NSD  54  authorizing,  “military  action  designed  to  bring  about 
Iraq’s  withdraw  from  Kuwait  .”  Later  that  afternoon.  Secretary  of  Defense  Cheney  and 
Chairman  of  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff,  GEN  Cohn  Powell,  approved  the  execute  order  for 
GEN  Schwarzkopf  to  commence  Operation  Desert  Storm  against  Iraq  on  January  17,  at  3 
a.m.,  Riyadh,  Saudi  Arabia  local  time  . 

Per  the  execute  order,  the  opening  volley  of  Operation  Desert  Storm  came  in  the 
early  morning  hours  of  January  17  with  a  massive  air  attack,  the  likes  of  which  had  never 
been  seen  before  in  the  history  of  warfare.  Coalition  aircraft  and  ships  dropped  and 
launched  2,500  tons  of  ordnance  in  the  first  24  hours  of  the  war  and  generated  2,000 
aircraft  sorties  within  the  first  36  hours  .  The  attacks  were  so  successful  the  timeline 


**  Center  for  Army  Lessons  Learned,  92. 

Alan  Munro.  Arab  Storm:  Politics,  Diplomacy  behind  the  Gulf  War  (London:  1.  B.  Tauris  &  Company 
Limited,  1996),  225. 

George  H.W.  Bush,  “National  Seeurity  Direetive  54:  Responding  to  Iraqi  Aggression  in  the  Gulf,” 
January  15,  1991,  http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarehiv/NSAEBB/NSAEBB39/doeument4.pdf  (aeeessed  January 
5,  2008).  The  NSD  is  eontained  in  its  entirety  in  Appendix  D. 

Gordon  and  Trainor,  206. 

Center  for  Army  Lessons  Learned,  72. 
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associated  with  the  operation’s  four-phase  model  had  to  be  aeeelerated.  GEN 

23 

Sehwarzkopf  noted  , 

“After  two  weeks  of  war  my  instincts  told  me  we’d  bombed  most  of  our 
strategie  targets  enough  to  aeeomplish  our  eampaign  objeetives;  it  was 
now  time,  I  thought,  to  shift  most  of  the  airpower  onto  the  army  we  were 
about  to  faee  in  battle.” 

The  air  eampaign  lasted  38  days  allowing  the  final  elements  of  GEN 
Sehwarzkopf  s  now  famous  “Hail  Mary”  maneuver,  also  known  as  the  “Eeft  Hook”,  to 
take  their  plaees  in  the  deserts  of  northern  Saudi  Arabia.  Phase  4,  the  ground  eampaign, 
was  launehed  on  Eebruary  24,  at  4  a.m.  with  the  El.S.  Army’s  XVIII  Airborne  Corps  and 
VII  Corps  penetrating  deep  into  Iraqi  territory  before  turning  east  into  the  Iraqi  right  flank 
with  the  objeetive  of  destroying  the  Iraqi  Republican  Guard  before  they  eould  eseape 
northward  into  Iraq.  Meanwhile,  amphibious  forees  eondueted  a  feint  to  fix  Iraqi  forees 
in  plaee  in  Kuwait  and  eoneeal  the  main  effort  sweeping  in  from  the  west^"^.  The  ground 
attaek  proved  ineredibly  sueeessful  and  is  summarized  in  Eigure  I . 


Schwarzkopf,  498. 

United  States  Department  of  Defense,  Final  Report  to  Congress:  Conduct  of  the  Persian  Gulf  War,  123. 
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Figure  1^^:  Coalition  scheme  of  maneuver  for  the  Desert  Storm  ground  campaign 
After  38  days  of  pounding  from  the  air  and  with  the  allied  ground  offensive 
underway,  Iraqi  units  began  to  flee  northward  out  of  Kuwait  as  expected.  U.S.  airpower 
was  able  to  sense  the  movement  using  the  advanced  ground  radar  of  the  JSTARS  (Joint 
Surveillance  and  Target  Attack  Radar  System),  still  a  prototype  at  the  time  of  the  war, 
and  directed  devastating  attacks  on  the  highway.  The  result  was  a  scene  of  absolute 
carnage  described  by  some  U.S.  aircrew  as  “a  slaughter  ”  and  “like  shooting  fish  in  a 

97 

barrel.  ”  The  event  was  later  dubbed  the  Highway  of  Death  and  with  the  perception  of 
“wanton  killing  ”  starting  to  take  form  in  the  media,  U.S.  leadership  feared  the  potential 
for  Coalition  and  international  support  to  begin  to  erode.  They  began  to  contemplate  how 
much  longer  operations  should  continue. 


25 

26 

27 

28 


http://www.history.army.mil/reference/DS-t.jpg  (accessed  10  Jan  08). 

Robert  A.  Pape,  Bombing  to  Win  (Ithica:  Cornell  University  Press,  1996),  222. 
Schwarzkopf,  542. 

Ibid. 
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Discussions  commenced  between  GEN  Sehwarzkopf  and  GEN  Powell,  in 
consultation  with  President  Bush.  The  three  came  to  the  conelusion  that  the  previously 
stated  military  objeetives  had  been  met  and  to  eonclude  offensive  operations  at  8  a.m. 
local  Riyadh  time  on  Eebruary  28,  1991,  making  the  ground  campaign  100  hours  in 
duration. 

The  purely  numeric  results  of  the  war  were  in  stark  contrast  between  the  Iraqis 
and  the  Coalition  forees.  Documented  losses  for  Coalition  forces  were:  390  killed  in 
action  (KIA),  776  wounded  in  action  (WIA),  15  tanks,  25  armored  personnel  earners 
(APC),  and  42  aircraft/helicopters.  The  Iraqi  losses  were  orders  of  magnitude  greater: 
40,000-100,000  KIA,  2600-3800  tanks,  1600  APCs,  2200  artillery  pieees,  and  110 
aircraft/helicopters  . 

The  retreating  Iraqis  were  able  to  inflict  a  different  kind  of  casualty  on  the 
Kuwaitis.  Severe  ecologieal  and  economie  damage  was  exaeted  through  the  execution  of 
a  scorched  earth  policy  as  they  headed  northward,  setting  750  Kuwaiti  oil  wells  and  50 
other  oil-related  facilities  ablaze  .  Additionally,  they  released  138  million  tons  of  oil 
into  the  waters  of  the  Persian  Gulf,  killing  over  30,000  sea  birds.  It  was  estimated  that 
three  pereent  of  Kuwait’s  total  oil  reserves,  or  almost  three  billion  barrels  of  crude  oil, 
were  wasted.  Only  through  the  heroic  efforts  of  specialized  firefighting  teams  was  it 

-5  1 

possible  for  all  the  wells  to  be  extinguished  by  November  1991  . 


Michael  A.  Knights,  Cradle  of  Conflict:  Iraq  and  the  Birth  of  the  Modern  U.S.  Military  (Annapolis: 
Naval  Institute  Press,  2005),  1 12. 

^“Ibid,  115. 

Rick  Atkinson,  Crusade:  The  Untold  Story  of  the  Persian  Gulf  War  (Boston:  Houghton  Mifflin 
Company,  1993),  492-493. 
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Safwan  Cease  Fire 


During  the  dialogue  eoneeming  when  to  end  offensive  operations,  GEN  Powell 
eonveyed  the  requirement  for  GEN  Sehwarzkopf  to  lead  a  El.S.  delegation  to  discuss  the 
terms  of  the  cease  fire  with  the  Iraqis.  Schwarzkopf  was  completely  caught  off  guard  by 
the  request  and  said,  “it  had  never  crossed  my  mind  that  I’d  have  to  sit  down  opposite 
Iraqi  generals  He  began  to  draft  the  Terms  of  Reference  (TOR)  for  the  cease  fire  with 
no  input  from  Washington  on  the  details  of  the  required  content. 

It  is  clear  that  no  previous  thought  had  been  given  to  the  cease  fire  terms 
throughout  the  extensive  planning  process  for  Operation  Desert  Storm,  or  if  there  had 
been  a  planning  effort  focused  on  this  vital  component,  it  never  made  it  to  Schwarzkopf. 
Therefore,  he  drew  on  his  experience  to  draft  the  cease  fire  terms,  determined  to  avoid 
several  of  the  pitfalls  he  witnessed  following  the  Vietnam  War.  However,  he  did  not 
request  a  review  of  the  TOR  by  any  of  the  CENTCOM  staff  in  an  effort  to  gamer 
multiple  points  of  view  and  provide  potential  techniques  the  Iraqis  could  employ  to  use 
the  TOR  to  their  future  advantage. 

The  demands  made  of  the  Iraqis  in  the  Safwan  Accords  are  as  follows  : 

1 .  Release  of  all  Coalition  prisoners  of  war,  information  on  troops  listed 

as  missing  in  action  and  the  return  of  any  Coalition  remains 

2.  Eocations  of  mines  and  booby  traps 

3.  Set  procedures  to  avoid  inadvertent  engagements  between  Iraqi  and 

Coalition  forces 

4.  Detailed  a  temporary  cease  fire  line  until  a  permanent  line  could  be 

established 

Schwarzkopf,  544. 

Alfred  B.  Prados,  “Iraq:  Post-War  Challenges  and  U.S.  Responses,  1991-1998,”  Congressional  Research 
Service  Report  for  Congress  98-386  F,  Updated  March  31,  1999,  www.fas.org/man/crs/98-386.pdf 
(accessed  January  10,  2008):  1-2. 
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5.  Banned  flights  of  fixed-wing  aircraft 

Initially,  flight  operations  of  all  aircraft  were  banned,  but  the  Iraqi  delegation 
specifically  requested  permission  to  use  helicopters,  “to  carry  officials  in  areas  where  the 
bridges  are  out^"^.”  GEN  Schwarzkopf  agreed  to  the  request,  due  to  the  damage  he  knew 
had  been  inflicted  on  Iraqi  infrastructure  by  Coalition  bombing.  The  Iraqi  delegation 
pressed  for  clarification  and  asked  specifically  if  armed  helicopters  could  be  flown.  Once 
again,  Schwarzkopf  agreed,  only  with  the  stipulation  that  the  helicopters  not  fly  over 
Coalition  forces.  It  proved  to  be  a  decision  that  would  have  grave  consequences  for  the 
Iraqi  people. 


Figure  2^*:  GEN  Schwarzkopf  at  cease  fire  negotiations  with  Iraqi  delegation 


Schwarzkopf,  p.  566. 

http://www.globalsecurity.org/intell/library/imint/safwan.htm  (accessed  March  27,  2008). 


17 


(This  page  intentionally  left  blank) 


18 


CHAPTER  2:  Negative  Impacts  of  Poor  Planning  and  Communications 


“If  you  concentrate  exclusively  on  vietory  with  no  thought  of  the  after 
effect,  you  may  be  too  exhausted  to  profit  by  the  peace  while  it  is  almost 
certain  that  the  peaee  will  be  a  bad  one  containing  the  germs  of  another 


war 


-  B.  H.  Liddell  Hart 


36 


“Despite  the  calls  made  during  the  war  by  Western  leaders  for  Iraqis  to 
rise  up  and  dispose  of  Saddam  Hussein,  these  dramatic  and  tragic  events 
were  the  last  thing  any  outside  powers  anticipated.” 

-  Faleh  Abd  al-Jabbar^^ 


Were  There  Other  Objectives? 


Joint  Publication  5-0  describes  National  Strategic  Objectives  and  Related 

TO 

Strategic  Objectives  as  : 

“For  specific  situations  that  require  the  employment  of  military 
capabilities  (particularly  for  anticipated  large  scale  eombat),  the  President 
and  SeeDef  typieally  will  establish  a  set  of  national  strategie  objeetives. 

The  achievement  of  these  objeetives  should  result  in  aehievement  of  the 
national  strategic  end  state  -  the  broadly  expressed  conditions  that  should 
exist  at  the  conelusion  of  a  campaign  or  operation.” 

The  stated  U.S.  national  strategie  end  state  of  Operations  Desert  Shield  and  Desert 
Storm  were  outlined  in  NSD  45  on  August  20,  1990.  They  remained  consistent  for 
NSD  54  on  January  15,  1991  and  were  promulgated  throughout  the  U.S.  government  as: 

1 .  “the  immediate,  eomplete  and  unconditional  withdrawal  of  Iraqi  forces 
from  Kuwaif  ’ 

2.  “the  restoration  of  Kuwaif  s  legitimate  government  to  replaee  the 
puppet  regime  installed  by  Iraq” 


B.  H.  Liddell  Hart,  Strategy  (New  York:  Praeger,  1967),  p.  366. 

Faleh  Abd  al-Jabbar,  “Why  the  Uprisings  Failed,”  Middle  East  Report  (May- June  1992):  3. 

United  States  Department  of  Defense,  Joint  Publication  5-0:  Joint  Operation  Planning.  December  26, 
2006,  www.dtic.mil/doctrine/jel/new_pubs/jp5_0.pdf  (accessed  February  10,  2008):  IV-4. 

George  H.W.  Bush,  “National  Security  Directive  45:  U.S.  Policy  in  Response  to  the  Iraqi  Invasion  of 
Kuwait,”  August  20,  1990,  http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/NSAEBB/NSAEBB39document2.pdf  (accessed 
January  5,  2008),  contained  in  its  entirety  in  Appendix  C. 
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3.  “a  commitment  to  the  seeurity  and  stability  of  the  Persian  Gulf’ 

4.  “the  proteetion  of  the  lives  of  Ameriean  eitizens  abroad” 

All  the  stated  objeetives  were  indisputable  during  the  initial  phases  of  eonfliot 
when  the  Bush  Administration  was  attempting  to  rally  domestie  and  international  support 
for  defensive  operations  against  Iraq.  General  Maxwell  Taylor  deseribed  the  formation 
of  National  Strategie  End  States  and  their  shortfalls  when  he  said"^°, 

.  .it  is  eommon  praetiee  for  offieials  to  define  foreign  poliey  goals  in  the 
broad  generalities  of  peaee,  prosperity,  eooperation,  and  good  will  - 
unimpeaehable  as  ideals  but  of  little  use  in  determining  the  speeifie 
objeetive  we  are  likely  to  pursue  in  the  time,  plaee  and  intensity  of  our 
efforts.” 

Sueh  was  the  ease  during  the  Persian  Gulf  erisis,  beeause  there  was  another 

objeetive  that  was  not  elearly  stated,  but  aetively  broadeast  in  messages  to  the  Iraqi 

people:  to  rise  up  and  overthrow  Saddam  Hussein. 

The  message  was  sent  via  numerous  formats  on  various  oeeasions  sueh  as: 

President  Bush  eommenting  on  the  February  15,  1991  News  Conferenee: 

“I  impulsively  added  what  I  ealled  ‘another  way  for  the  bloodshed  to  end’: 
to  have  the  Iraqi  people  and  military  put  aside  Saddam  and  rejoin  the 
family  of  peaee-loving  nations.  I  was  anxious  to  see  how  that  played. 

There  was  some  risk,  but  perhaps  the  Iraqi  people  would  respond"^'.” 

The  rhetorie  to  overthrow  Saddam  eontinued  as  a  theme  within  the  psyehologieal 

operations  eampaign.  Examples  of  sueh  broadeasts  are: 

President  Bush  over  a  CIA-Supported  Saudi  Arabian  radio  station  where 
he  urged,  “the  Iraqi  people  to  take  matters  into  their  own  hands  and  foree 
Saddam  Hussein,  the  dietator,  to  step  aside 
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Voice  of  America  broadcast  on  February  14,  1991,  .  .there  can  be  no 

sanctuary  as  long  as  Saddam  remains  in  power. 

Voice  of  Free  Iraq  broadcast  on  February  24,  1991,  “Rise  to  save  the 
homeland  from  the  clutches  of  dictatorship  so  that  you  can  devote  yourself 
to  avoid  the  dangers  of  the  continuation  of  the  war  and  destruction. 

Honorable  sons  of  the  Tigris  and  Euphrates,  at  these  decisive  moments  of 
your  life,  and  while  facing  the  danger  of  death  at  the  hands  of  foreign 
forces,  you  have  no  option  in  order  to  survive  and  defend  the  homeland 
but  put  an  end  to  the  dictator  and  his  criminal  gang.” 

The  Voice  of  Free  Iraq  went  on  to  claim  that  Saddam  would  leave  once  he  saw 
the  populace  rising  up  against  him  and  said, 

"[Saddam]  will  flee  the  battlefield  when  he  becomes  certain  that  the 
catastrophe  has  engulfed  every  street,  every  house  and  every  family  in 
Iraq." 

Furthermore,  it  is  not  only  plausible  that  the  Iraqi  populace  was  confused  about 

the  objectives  of  U.S.  intervention,  but  also  very  likely  that  U.S.  planners  were  confused. 

NSD  54,  which  was  issued  by  President  Bush  on  January  15,  1991,  the  UN  deadline  for 

the  Iraqi  withdrawal  from  Kuwait,  stated, 

“Should  Iraq  resort  to  the  use  of  chemical,  biological,  or  nuclear  weapons, 
be  found  supporting  acts  of  terrorist  against  the  U.S.  or  Coalition  partners 
anywhere  in  the  world,  or  destroy  Kuwait’s  oil  fields,  it  shall  become  an 
explicit  objective  of  the  United  States  to  replace  the  current  regime  in 
Iraq^^” 

The  Kuwaiti  oil  fields  were  in  fact  set  ablaze  by  the  retreating  Iraqi  forces,  but  the 
Bush  administration  continued  to  maintain  that  regime  change  was  never  an  objective, 
even  when  he  said,  “1  made  it  clear  from  the  very  beginning  that  it  was  not  an  objective 
of  the  Coalition  or  the  United  States  to  overthrow  Saddam  Hussein"^^.” 
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Such  discussion  had  a  negative  impact  on  the  CENTCOM  and  component 
planners,  who  attempted  to  craft  military  objectives  that  would  support  the  ambiguous 
national  strategie  endstate: 

CENTCOM  Planner:  .  .it  was  never  clear  from  the  President’s  rhetoric 
just  what  it  was  he  wanted.  Different  audienees  could  deduce  from  his 
statements  almost  any  outcome  they  desired. 

CENTCOM  Planner:  “Each  of  congruence  within  the  U.S.  Government 
made  for  eonfused  policy  and  undesired  (and  in  some  cases, 
unantieipated)  outcomes. 

CENTAE  Planner:  “The  strikes,  in  eoordination  with  others,  would  not 
just  neutralize  the  government,  but  change  it  by  inducing  a  coup,  or  revolt, 
that  would  result  in  a  government  more  amenable  to  Coalition 
demands. 

CENTAE  Planner:  “Commanders  eould  not  know  for  certain  how  much 
value  they  should  place  and  how  much  effort  they  should  direet  on  the 
destruction  of  the  Ba’ath  regime  and  the  rule  (if  not  the  person)  of  Saddam 
Hussein.^'*” 


Shiite  and  Kurdish  Uprisings 

The  messages  to  overthrow  Saddam,  intended  or  not,  were  reeeived  loud  and  clear 
by  the  Iraqi  people  and  the  largely  conscripted  Iraqi  military.  Eurther  secular  tension  was 
added  by  the  sheer  contrast  in  demographics  of  the  Iraq  when  examining  the  regime 
leadership  and  the  military.  Iraq,  at  the  time,  was  54  pereent  Shiite  Muslim  with  the 
majority  of  them  living  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  country.  The  ruling  Ba’ath  Party 
was  dominated  by  Sunni  Muslims.  This  imbalance  translated  to  the  offieer  corps  of  the 
Iraqi  military  where  80  percent  of  all  officers  were  Sunni,  compared  to  only  20  percent  of 
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all  officers  being  Shiite.  The  enlisted  ranks  were  the  polar  opposite:  80  pereent  of  the 
enlisted  soldiers  were  Shiite,  while  only  20  pereent  were  Sunni^\ 

Unrest  began  on  Mareh  1,  1991,  in  the  southern  eity  of  Basra  as  large  groups  of 
battle  weary  Iraqi  Army  military  troops  were  moving  north  following  the  cease  fire  that 
ended  the  rout  inflieted  by  U.S.  and  Coalition  forces  just  one  day  prior.  The  Iraqi  troops 
began  to  lash  out  at  loyal  Republican  Guard  troops  and  other  local  security  forces.  The 
local  population  joined  in  on  the  demonstrations  of  dissent  against  Saddam.  They  raided 
police  stations,  weapons  eaehes,  Ba’ath  Party  headquarters,  and  political  prisoner 
detention  faeilities.  This  scene  played  out  again  and  again  until  all  the  major  southern 
Iraq  cities  (Karbala,  Najaf,  Hilla,  Nasiriyya,  Amara,  Samawa,  Kut,  and  Diwaniyya)  were 
no  longer  under  government  control  . 

The  Kurds  in  the  northern  portion  of  Iraq  had  long  sought  autonomy  from  Iraq 
and  took  advantage  of  the  post-war  unrest  with  an  uprising  of  their  own  against  the 
Saddam  regime,  whieh  began  on  Mareh  4,  1991 .  Organized  Kurdish  forees,  known  as 
Pesh  Merga,  saw  initial  sueeess,  capturing  the  oil-rich  city  of  Kirkuk  on  March  20,  1991, 
and  at  one  point  held  most  of  the  territory  in  their  traditional  ethnic  enclave  .  When 
combined  with  the  turmoil  in  the  south,  fourteen  of  the  eighteen  Iraqi  provinees  were 
embroiled  with  active  anti-Saddam  movements  that  threatened  the  stability  of  the  regime. 

Iraqi  forees  loyal  to  Saddam,  primarily  Republiean  Guard,  were  soon  mobilized  to 
eounter  the  uprisings,  starting  in  the  South.  Unlike  the  well-organized  Kurdish  forees, 
the  rebellion  in  the  south  was  ehaotie,  without  struetured  leadership  and  quiekly 
suceumbed  to  the  vieious  government  retaliation.  Regime  eontrol  was  reestablished 
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throughout  southern  Iraq  by  March  15,  1991 .  Saddam  then  turned  his  attention  on  the 
Kurds  in  the  north  and  quelled  the  resistance  by  April  3^"^. 

The  tactics  used  by  Iraqi  forces  were  ferocious.  Artillery  and  rockets  were  used 
to  destroy  entire  communities  held  by  insurgents  without  discrimination  between  active 
resistance  and  non-participants  (women  and  children).  Helicopter  gunships,  secured  by 
Iraqis  during  the  Safwan  cease  fire  talks  under  the  guise  of  transportation  purposes,  were 
particularly  effective  against  the  resistance.  There  are  accounts  of  helicopters  strafing, 
spraying  kerosene  and  burning,  as  well  as  throwing  flour  onto  the  columns  of  fleeing 
civilians  to  make  them  think  it  was  chemical  weapons  and  incite  a  riot.  Ground  troops 
later  swept  through  cities  viciously  eliminating  all  opposition  and  committed  countless 
atrocities. 

The  humanitarian  disaster  generated  by  Saddam’s  crackdown  was  significant.  An 
estimated  two  million  refugees  fled  the  brutality  and  were  dying  at  a  rate  of  one  thousand 
per  day  between  April  and  June  1991 .  The  Kurds  fled  through  the  rugged  mountains  into 
Turkey  and  northwestern  Iran.  In  the  south,  the  Shiites  escaped  through  the  marshlands 
into  Iran.  Both  regions  saw  continued  harassment  from  helicopter  gunships,  but  also  took 
a  heavy  toll  from  injuries,  mines,  unsanitary  conditions,  harsh  weather,  and  starvation^^. 

Reaction  to  the  Brutality 

The  uprising’s  devastating  defeat  was  closely  monitored  by  the  U.S.  and  the 
world.  In  the  south,  U.S.  forces  still  occupied  a  large  portion  of  Iraq  and  were  forced  to 
idly  stand  by  while  Saddam’s  forces  put  down  the  insurgency.  At  this  point,  the  U.S. 
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policy  was  one  of  non-interference  with  the  inner-workings  of  the  Iraqi  government. 
There  was  also  a  fear  of  outside  forces,  such  as  Iran,  being  involved  with  the  uprising  to 
capitalize  on  the  weakness  of  its  long-time  adversary.  U.S.  Secretary  of  State,  James 
Baker,  said,  “We  cannot  police  what  goes  on  inside  Iraq,  and  we  cannot  be  the  arbiters  of 
who  shall  govern  Iraq^^.” 

The  plight  of  the  Shiite  population  largely  went  unnoticed  by  the  international 
media  who  was  focused  on  the  euphoria  of  the  crushing  U.S.  victory.  However,  enough 
awareness  was  generated  by  the  time  Saddam  turned  his  attention  to  the  Kurds  in  the 
north  to  cause  an  outcry  for  action.  The  United  Nations  Security  Council  passed 
Resolution  688  on  April  5,  1991,  which  condemned  the  repression  of  the  Iraqi  civilian 
population,  mandated  a  humanitarian  response  and  specifically  cited  the  Kurds,  but  did 
not  cite  military  enforcement  of  the  provisions. 

In  response,  the  U.S.  launched  Operation  Provide  Comfort  on  April  16,  1991, 
which  created  safe  havens  and  provided  humanitarian  supplies  for  Kurdish  refugees 
Additionally,  it  forbade  both  fixed  wing  aircraft  and  helicopters  to  operate  within  a  no-fly 
zone  above  the  36**'  parallel  and  was  actively  patrolled  by  Coalition  combat  aircraft.  In 
1997,  Operation  Provide  Comfort  became  Operation  Northern  Watch  (ONW)  and 
functioned  until  March  2003  with  the  onset  of  Operation  Iraqi  Freedom  (OIF). 

During  that  same  time,  Saddam  had  begun  a  cat-and-mouse  game  with  the  United 
Nations  Special  Commission  (UNSCOM).  Put  in  place  by  UN  Security  Council 
Resolution  687,  UNSCOM  was  charged  with  the  verification  of  the  destruction  of  Iraq’s 
nuclear,  chemical  and  biological  weapons  programs  and  their  delivery  systems  following 

“  Ibid. 

”  Yetiv,  108. 


25 


58 

Operation  Desert  Storm  .  Inspeetors  found  evidenee  of  dispersed  weapons  program 
eomponents  and  an  aetive  deeeption  eampaign  on  the  part  of  the  Iraqi  government,  with 
the  aid  of  U.S.  surveillanee  and  reconnaissance  assets. 

Additionally,  an  effort  began  in  April  1992  to  eliminate  all  residual  opposition 
group  elements,  primarily  the  Supreme  Council  for  Islamic  Resolution  in  Iraq,  located 
throughout  southern  Iraq.  The  operation  included  draining  the  ancient  marshlands,  a  vital 
source  of  sustainment  for  the  population,  and  persistent  artillery  barrages  on  suspected 
insurgent  strongholds.  However,  the  Iraqis  began  to  use  fixed  wing  aircraft  in 
conjunction  with  their  ground  forces  against  the  rebels  in  direct  violation  of  the  Safwan 
cease  fire  agreement. 

In  response,  the  U.S.,  along  with  the  United  Kingdom  and  France,  established  a 
southern  no-fly  zone,  similar  to  the  one  in  the  north,  but  did  not  include  a  humanitarian 
aspect  to  it.  Operation  Southern  Watch  (OSW)  began  on  August  26,  1992,  headquartered 
in  Riyadh,  Saudi  Arabia.  Its  purpose  was  to  patrol  the  airspace  south  of  the  32“‘* 
parallel^^  and  conducted  extensive  surveillance  operations,  but  did  little  to  prevent 
artillery  and  rocket  attacks  against  the  population  of  southern  Iraq.  CENTCOM 
explained  the  purpose  of  OSW  was,  “to  have  better  insight  into  what  Saddam  was  doing 
south  of  32  degrees  north,  and  thereby  be  able  to  verify  his  compliance  with  UN  Security 
Council  Resolution  688^°.” 

During  steady-state  operations,  OSW  consisted  of  approximately  160  aircraft^^ 
operated  from  various  locations  on  the  Arabian  Peninsula.  The  bulk  of  OSW  forces  were 
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located  within  Saudi  Arabia  and  conducted  operations  from  inception  through  the 
beginning  of  OIF  in  March  2003. 

The  no-fly  zones  for  both  ONW  and  OSW  are  depicted  in  Figure  3  below. 


Figure  3“:  Depiction  of  the  Southern  and  Northern  No-Fly  Zones 


62 


http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/ops/images/nofly-l.gif  (accessed  on  December  12,  2007). 


27 


(This  page  intentionally  left  blank) 


28 


CHAPTER  3:  Bin  Ladin’s  Family  and  Early  Life 

“Every  grown-up  Muslim  hates  Amerieans,  Jews  and  Christians.  It  is  part 
of  our  belief  and  our  religion.  Sinee  I  was  a  boy  I  have  been  at  war  with 
and  harboring  hatred  of  Amerieans.” 

63 

-  Osama  Bin  Laden 

Ties  to  the  Kingdom 

Mohammed  bin  Laden  immigrated  to  Saudi  Arabia  from  Yemen  in  1931  where  he 
found  an  eeonomy  in  deeline.  The  main  souree  of  ineome  was  from  pilgrims  traveling  to 
Meeea  for  the  Hajj^"^.  He  was  employed  as  a  doekworker  in  Jedda,  but  took  work  as  a 
bricklayer  for  the  Arabian  American  Oil  Company  in  Dhahran  after  oil  was  discovered. 
This  discovery  lead  to  an  economic  boom  in  the  1950’s  and  the  Kingdom  was  rapidly 
transformed.  A  flood  of  foreign  construction  companies  came  to  Saudi  Arabia  hoping  to 
profit  from  the  expansion.  In  turn,  they  trained  local  workers,  who  began  to  take  some  of 
the  smaller  jobs.  The  elder  Bin  Laden  began  to  get  more  and  more  contracts,  to  include 
renovating  some  houses  where  his  exacting  work  caught  the  attention  of  the  Linance 
Minister,  who  recommended  him  to  do  some  work  for  King  Abdul  Aziz.  His  work 
gained  Bin  Laden  favor  with  the  royal  family  that  would  continue  to  grow,  as  would  Bin 
Laden’s  construction  company. 

Larger  contracts  were  awarded  to  BinLaden  Group  for  roads  and  other 
infrastructure  projects  required  for  the  quickly  growing  economy  of  Saudi  Arabia.  As  his 
reputation  continued  to  grow,  he  also  grew  closer  to  the  royal  family.  As  a  result, 
BinLaden  Group  was  given  the  most  prestigious  of  contracts,  including  the  road  from 
Taif  to  Mecca  through  extremely  challenging  terrain,  as  well  as  the  twenty  year  project  to 
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renovate  the  Grand  Mosque^^  in  Meeea.  The  Grand  Mosque  is  the  most  Holy  site  in  all 
of  Islam  and  houses  the  Kaaba,  the  large  cube  that  is  supposed  to  contain  the  Black  Stone 
which  is  a  meteorite  placed  in  the  corner  of  the  cube  by  Abraham  and  Ismail^^. 

The  tie  between  the  Bin  Laden  family  and  the  Saudi  royal  family  would  grow 
stronger  over  the  years  as  he  built  more  of  the  Kingdom’s  construction  projects.  At  one 
point,  BinLaden  Group  had  exclusive  rights  to  all  projects  of  a  religious  nature  in  Mecca, 
Medina,  or  Jerusalem^^.  He  further  solidified  his  bond  with  the  Saudi  royal  family  when 
he  financed  the  payroll  of  all  Saudi  civil  servants  for  six  months  when  King  Faisal 
initially  took  the  thrown  and  discovered  that  King  Abdul  al-Aziz  had  depleted  the 
kingdom’s  treasury^*. 

Mohammed  Bin  Laden  was  killed  on  September  3,  1967,  when  his  company  twin- 
engine  plane  crashed  into  mountainous  terrain  on  approach^^.  Upon  his  death.  King 
Faisal  said,  “Your  family  will  be  my  family and  promised  to  not  only  watch  over  the 
Bin  Laden  children,  of  which  there  were  approximately  fifty  born  from  more  than  twelve 
wives^\  but  also  the  business  valued  at  over  $5  billion.  This  close  tie  between  the  Bin 
Laden  family  and  the  Saudi  royal  family  would  prove  to  be  pivotal  in  the  future. 
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Early  Childhood 


Osama  bin  Mohammed  bin  Awad  bin  Laden was  born  on  Mareh  10,  1957^^,  the 
seventeenth  son  of  Mohammed  Bin  Laden  from  his  tenth  wife  (although  Islamie  law 
limits  the  number  of  wives  to  only  four  at  any  given  time),  Alia,  who  was  of  Syrian 
dissent His  father  divoreed  his  mother  shortly  after  his  birth  and  she  married  an 
exeeutive  from  within  the  BinLaden  Group. 

Osama  grew  up  in  a  very  eonservative  region  of  Saudi  Arabia  in  the  areas  around 
Meeea  and  Medina.  He  was  raised  aeeording  to  the  striet  Sunni  traditions  and  Wahabbi 
praetiees,  based  on  the  Qur’an  and  Sharia  Law^^.  Later,  he  went  to  one  of  the  Kingdom’s 
best  sehools,  al-Thagr  in  Jeddah,  whieh  was  primarily  seeular  in  nature  (they  still  paused 
to  pray).  Bin  Laden  beeame  elose  to  a  teaeher  with  ties  to  the  Muslim  Brotherhood  who 
held  an  Islamie  study  group  he  regularly  attended  .  It  is  speeulated  this  is  where  Bin 
Laden  reeeived  his  first  indoetrination  into  the  ideas  of  violent  jihad.  He  was  about 
fourteen  years  old  at  the  time^^. 

The  study  group  began  with  the  promise  of  memorizing  a  few  verses  of  the 
Qur’an  and  then  playing  soeeer.  However,  the  group  slowly  began  to  spend  less  and  less 
time  playing  soeeer  and  mueh  more  time  devoted  to  studying  the  Qur’an  and  diseussing 
hadiths,  stories  about  the  prophet  Mohammed.  The  stories  they  discussed  began  to  turn 
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more  and  more  violent  over  time  with  the  eonversation  turning  toward  jihad  and  the 
prineiples  of  the  Muslim  Brotherhood  . 

The  Muslim  Brotherhood  was  founded  in  1928  in  Egypt,  by  Hassan  Al-Banna 
whose  stated  goal  was,  “The  doetrine  of  reelaiming  Islam’s  manifest  destiny:  an  empire, 
founded  in  the  seventh  eentury  that  stretched  from  Spain  to  Indonesia^^.”  The 
Brotherhood  also  believed  in  the  overthrow  of  nationalist  Arab  leaders  and  the  return  of 
Islamic  states.  Their  methodology  to  achieve  their  goals  was  dependent  on  Islamic 
activism  by  its  members  starting  at  a  very  early  age  of  indoctrination  and  encouraged 
violent  overthrow  of  secular  leaders  and  occupiers  of  Islamic  land  by  Christian 
crusaders 

Interviews  of  individuals  who  knew  Bin  Laden  as  a  classmate  recalled  he  began 
much  more  as  an  advocate  for  strict  adherence  to  Islamic  traditions  and  openly  debated 
and  lectured  others  within  the  school  as  a  “schoolyard  Islamic  activist  He  adhered  to 
the  principles  of  the  Muslim  Brotherhood  and  advocated  political  change  within  non- 
traditional  Islamic  governments,  even  though  political  activities  were  forbidden  within 
Saudi  Arabia  at  the  time. 

In  1974,  at  the  age  of  seventeen  and  still  in  high  school,  Osama  was  married  for 
the  first  time  to  one  of  his  first  cousins  from  his  mother’s  village  in  Syria.  He  would  later 
decide  to  practice  polygamy,  like  his  father,  and  took  a  total  of  four  wives  who  would 
eventually  give  him  ten  sons  and  ten  daughters  . 
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Beginning  in  1976,  Bin  Laden  attended  King  Abdul  Aziz  University  in  Jeddah, 
which  his  father’s  company  built  .  He  studied  economics,  but  would  never  graduate. 
Instead,  he  dropped  out  to  work  exclusively  for  his  family’s  construction  company.  His 
brother,  who  was  now  head  of  BinLaden  Group,  gave  Osama  the  project  of  leveling  hills 
near  the  town  of  Mina.  Bin  Laden  actively  worked  along  side  the  Philippine  and  Indian 
laborers,  strange  for  the  Saudi  elite,  where  he  gained  the  skills  required  to  effectively 
operate  heavy  machinery  and  manage  a  large  work  force  ,  both  of  which  would  be 
useful  in  the  future. 

While  at  King  Abdul  Aziz  University,  Bin  Laden  became  much  more  militant  in 
his  views  on  Islam  and  continued  his  association  with  the  Muslim  Brotherhood.  It  was  a 
time  that  was  characterized  as  an  environment  of  “freewheeling  Islamic  thought  .”  Even 
though  he  was  an  economics  major,  he  spent  of  great  deal  of  time  studying  the  teachings 
of  three  Islamic  scholars:  Taqi  al-Din  Ibn  Tammiyah  ,  Sayyid  Qutb  ,  and  Shaykh 
Abdullah  Azzam*^. 

Taqi  al-Din  Ibn  Tammiyah  was  a  13**'  century  Islamic  scholar  from  Damascus 
who  held  a  puritanical  view  of  the  religion  and  opposed  anything  that  is  not  formally 
sanctioned  by  the  Quran  .  The  most  significant  ideology  promoted  by  Tammiyah  was 
the  idea  of  Islam  practicing  a  form  of  self  defense  against  all  outside  forces,  or  inside 
forces  deemed  to  be  corrupt.  These  views  were  shaped  by  the  brutal  Mongol  invasion 
and  occupation  of  Syria.  Even  though  they  converted  to  Islam,  the  Mongols  used  their 
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own  set  of  laws  and  did  not  conform  to  Sharia  law^°.  His  teachings  were  based  on  the 
following: 

“Jihad  was  the  responsibility  of  each  individual  when  Islam  was  attacked 
by  non-Muslims,  when  Muslim  rulers  were  ungodly,  when  they  ruled  by 
manmade  law  and  not  Sharia,  and  when  they  oppressed  their  subjects^' 

Tammiyah’s  intolerant  teachings  have  had  a  cascading  effect  throughout  the 

modem  Muslim  world.  He  was  the  inspiration  for  Muhammad  Ibn  Abd-al-Wahhab  who 

brought  the  Tammiyah’s  school  of  thought  to  the  Arabian  Peninsula  in  the  18**'  century  at 

the  time  when  the  Ottoman  Empire  was  losing  control  of  its  outer  areas.  Wahhab  called 

for  a  return  to  strict  Islamic  law,  which  the  Ottoman  mlers  did  not  subscribe  to,  making 

them  in  his  eyes,  worthy  of  death.  Wahhabism  is  still  taught  in  Saudi  Arabia  today  and  is 

the  same  environment  in  which  Osama  Bin  Laden  grew  up  . 

Sayyid  Qutb  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  influential  Islamic  fundamentalist 

forces  of  the  twentieth  century  .  He  was  an  Egyptian  professor  who  was  raised  with  a 

mixture  of  Islamic  and  secular  influences;  however,  a  watershed  moment  in  his  life  was 

when  he  came  to  the  United  States  in  1949  for  three  years  to  travel  and  study  education 

administration.  This  experience  deeply  disturbed  Qutb  who  came  away  with  the 

understanding  that  the  United  States  was  a  “spiritual  wasteland^"^”  and  “unable  to  present 

any  healthy  values  for  the  guidance  of  mankind^^.” 
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As  a  result  of  his  gained  beliefs  in  the  United  States  and  Western  eulture  as  a 

whole,  Qutb  devoted  his  life  to  a  radiealized  Muslim  way  of  life  when  he  returned  to 

Egypt  where  he  joined  the  Muslim  Brotherhood  and  beeame  a  voeal  aetivist  against  the 

seeular  government  of  Egyptian  President  Nasser.  He  was  arrested  under  eonspiraey 

eharges  against  Nasser  in  1954  and  was  imprisoned  until  his  exeeution  in  1966,  exeept 

for  a  six  month  parole  in  1964^^.  Prior  to  his  death,  Qutb  was  a  prolifie  writer  and 

published  24  books  in  total  with  his  best  known  being  “Signposts  Along  the  Road  ”, 

whieh  was  smuggled  out  of  prison  pieee  by  pieee.  Regarded  as  his  manifesto,  in  it  he 

advoeates  the  used  of  foree  to  overthrow  non-purist  Islamie  governments  and  any  non- 

Muslims  oeeupying  Islamie  lands.  He  states, 

“The  Muslim  eommunity  has  long  ago  vanished  from  existenee,  erushed  under 
the  weight  of  the  false  laws  and  teaehings  whieh  are  not  even  remotely  related  to 
the  Islamie  teaehings.  We  need  to  initiate  the  movement  of  Islamie  revival  in 
some  Muslim  eountry.  There  should  be  a  vanguard  whieh  sets  out  with  the 
determination  and  then  keeps  walking  the  path.  ” 

“Jihad  should  be  waged  not  only  defensively  in  proteetion  of  Muslim  Eands,  but 
offensively  against  the  enemies  of  Islam^^.” 

Sayyid  Qutb’s  brother,  Mohammed,  earned  the  toreh  of  the  fundamentalist 
Islamie  movement  after  his  brother’s  death  and  would  leeture  often  at  King  Abdul  Aziz 
University.  Osama  Bin  Eaden  was  known  to  have  regularly  attended  his  leetures. 
Aeeording  to  interviews  with  some  of  Bin  Eaden’ s  elosest  friends  at  sehool,  his  views 
during  this  timeframe  took  a  “fundamental  shift^*’°”  towards  those  of  Qutb. 
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Another  pivotal  influence  on  Osama  Bin  Laden’s  radical  view  of  Islam  is  Shayk 
Abdullah  Yusuf  Azzam,  who  has  been  called,  “the  reviver  of  Jihad  in  the  twentieth 
century'^^”  by  Time  Magazine  and  “more  responsible  than  any  Arab  figure  in  modern 
history  for  galvanizing  the  Muslim  masses  to  wage  an  international  holy  war  against  all 
infidels  and  non-believers  until  the  enemies  of  Islam  were  defeated,”  by  terrorism  expert 
Steven  Emerson 

Azzam  was  very  devoted  and  well  educated  in  the  Islamic  faith  with  a  Master’s 
degree  in  Sharia  Law  from  Damascus  University  and  a  PhD  in  Islamic  Jurisprudence 
from  University  Al-Azhar  in  Egypt  .  While  studying  for  his  PhD,  he  became  friends 
with  Sayyid  Qutb  who  shared  many  of  his  same  views.  Azzam  went  to  Palestine  after  his 
PhD  to  fight  against  the  Israeli  occupation  of  the  West  Bank.  Later,  he  went  to  teach  at 
King  Abdul  Aziz  University  in  Jeddah  where  he  met  Bin  Laden  and  had  a  decisive 
impact  on  his  religious  views  with,  “a  vision  of  Islam  that  would  dominate  the  world 
through  the  force  of  arms'°^.”  Azzam  was  known  to  be  an  inspiring  speaker  with  rants 
such  as,  “Jihad  and  the  rifle  alone.  No  negotiation.  No  meetings.  No  dialogue.  Jihad 
and  the  rifle  alone 

Azzam  and  Bin  Laden  would  meet  again  later  in  Banu,  Pakistan  during  the  initial 
phases  of  organizing  Arab  mujahideen  in  the  fight  against  the  Soviets 
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Bin  Laden’s  Afghan  Years 

Afghanistan  sits  at  the  crossroads  of  Central  Asia  to  the  Middle  East.  It  has  had  a 

tumultuous  history,  replete  with  European  interventions,  tribal  infighting  and  numerous 

coups.  The  pro-communist  puppet  regime  in  Afghanistan  during  the  late  1970’s  was  the 

1 08 

Peoples  Democratic  Republic  of  Afghanistan  which  was  hated  by  the  tribal  warlords 
The  warlords  actively  fought  against  the  government.  Their  fighters  were  called 
mujahideen,  which  literally  translated  means  ‘someone  who  struggles’,  but  also  taken  to 
mean  ‘holy  warriors  The  Soviet  Union  deployed  troops  to  Afghanistan  on  December 
26,  1979,  to  help  prop  up  the  communist  government'^®,  but  quickly  met  resistance  from 
the  Afghan  warlords. 

Bin  Eaden,  deeply  influenced  from  his  jihadi  teachings  while  at  university,  felt 

drawn  to  the  cause  against  the  secular  Soviet  incursion  in  Afghanistan.  He  said,  “I  was 

enraged  and  went  there  at  once'".”  The  Saudi  government  had  long  been  supporters  of 

the  mujahideen  cause  in  Afghanistan  and  had,  upon  the  Soviet  invasion,  searched  for 

someone  from  the  royal  family  to  physically  go  there.  No  one  stepped  up  from  within  the 

royals  so  the  Saudi  royal  family  leveraged  their  strong  tie  to  the  Bin  Eaden  family  and 
112 

sent  Osama 

Numerous  countries  made  contributions  to  the  mujahideen  effort  against  the 
Soviets,  to  include;  Great  Britain,  Egypt  and  China  .  However,  the  bulk  of  aid  was 
provided  by  Saudi  Arabia,  Pakistan,  and  the  United  States. 
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Aid  took  many  forms,  such  as  training,  weaponry  and  other  finaneing  which 
would  eventually  total  in  the  billions  of  U.S.  dollars'^"^.  Eaeh  country  acted  through  their 
respective  intelligence  ageneies:  the  Central  Intelligenee  Ageney  (CIA)  for  the  United 
States,  Saudi  intelligence  headed  by  Prince  Turki  al-Faisal,  and  Pakistan’s  Inter-Services 
Intelligence  (ISI)''^. 

Each  donor  had  their  own  motives  for  lending  assistance  to  the  rag  tag  Afghan 
mujahideen.  The  United  States  was  looking  to  bloody  the  nose  of  their  bitter  Cold  War 
rival  and  .  .give  the  USSR  its  own  Vietnam^^”.  Saudi  Arabia  was  concerned  about  the 
Soviets  making  a  push  to  put  a  choke  hold  on  the  Straits  of  Hormuz  and  cut  off  the  flow 
of  crude  oil  from  Saudi  Arabia  to  the  rest  of  the  world.  Pakistan  was  interested  in  making 
sure  that  the  confliet  in  Afghanistan  did  not  spill  over  into  its  borders. 

Bin  Eaden’s  initial  visits  to  Pakistan  between  1980  and  1982  where  mainly  short 
in  duration  and  consisted  of  him  acting  as  more  of  a  courier  than  anything  else  in  order  to 
rendezvous  with  mujahideen  representatives,  but  not  actually  go  into  Afghanistan.  He 
was  told  by  the  Saudis  not  to  venture  into  Afghanistan  in  an  effort  to  not  indict  Saudi 
Arabia  for  their  assistance  to  the  mujahideen  should  he  be  captured.  His  trips  were 
designed  to  deliver  donations  and  then  return  to  Saudi  Arabia  to  gather  even  more 
funding  and  support  from  wealthy  Saudis.  Bin  Eaden  said,  “I  used  to  hand  over  the 
money  and  head  straight  back,  so  I  was  not  even  familiar  with  what  was  going  on"^.” 

An  elaborate  network  was  ereated  to  recruit  jihadists  from  around  the  Arab  world 
and  funnel  them  through  Jeddah  to  Afghanistan.  These  fighters,  later  known  as  ‘Afghan 
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Arabs  ,  even  used  Bin  Laden’s  apartment  as  a  halfway  house.  BinLaden  Group  offiees 

in  Cairo  were  utilized  to  proeess  volunteers  and  provide  them  with  papers  supplied  by 

Saudi  intelligenee'^^.  Airlines  also  gave  deep  discounts  to  people  going  from  Saudi 

120 

Arabia  to  Afghanistan  to  support  the  mujahideen 

Bin  Laden  would  later  spend  more  and  more  time  in  Pakistan  and  venture  for 
brief  trips  into  Afghanistan  as  he  saw  the  loosely  organized  resistance  struggle  to  gain 
focus.  He  was  reacquainted  with  Abdullah  Azzam  from  his  time  at  university  and 
together  they  formalized  a  support  network  known  as  Maktab  al-Khadamat  (MaK),  or 
Bureau  of  Services  which  would  later  make  up  the  basic  infrastructure  of  Al-Qaeda  as 
a  terrorist  organization.  MaK  has  also  been  translated  to  the  Islamic  Salvation 
Foundation,  which  is  significant  due  to  Al-Qaeda  meaning  ‘base’  or  ‘foundation  ,  but 
the  name  Al-Qaeda  was  not  used  until  much  later.  Azzam  also  performed  a  role  as  Bin 
Laden’s  spiritual  guide  at  this  time  and  used  his  standing  as  a  religious  leader  to  issue 
numerous  fatwas  calling  for  Arabs  everywhere  to  come  to  Afghanistan  to  fight  against 
the  infidel  Soviets,  stating  it  was  “the  duty  of  each  Muslim  individually,  as  well  as  the 
entire  Muslim  people,  and  that  all  are  in  sin  until  the  invader  is  repelled  .” 

The  Bureau  of  Services  would  grow  into  an  intricate  organization  comprised  of 
military,  humanitarian,  logistics,  and  training  directorates.  Guesthouses  were  set  up  as 
stop  over  points  before  reporting  to  training  camps  in  the  area  between  Peshawar, 
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Pakistan  and  the  Afghanistan  border  .  Heavy  engineering  equipment  from  Bin  Laden’s 

family  was  brought  in  to  build  an  expansive  infrastrueture  to  inelude  roads,  staging  areas, 

tunnels,  fortifications  and  other  facilities,  such  as  hospitals.  Very  quickly,  an  extremely 

effective  network  was  established,  all  with  the  ultimate  goal  of  preparing  the  newly 

arrived  Arab  recruits  to  integrate  into  Afghan  fighting  forces  and  sustain  them  in  the 

126 

overall  effort  against  the  Soviets 

During  the  time  in  the  early  to  mid- 1 980 ’s.  Bin  Laden  was  able  to  build  numerous 
relationships  with  other  leaders  within  the  militant  Islamic  movement  as  they  came  to 
Afghanistan.  These  men  who  shared  Bin  Laden’s  jihadi  beliefs  would  later  play  key 
roles  as  senior  lieutenants  and  operatives  within  Al-Qaeda.  It  is  estimated  he  made 
alliances  with  approximately  thirty  other  organizations.  These  groups  included;  the 
Egyptian  Gama  at  al-Islamiyya,  the  Egyptian  Islamic  Jihad,  Islamic  Union  of  Kurdistan, 
the  Syrian  Muslim  Brotherhood,  the  Abu  Sayyaf  Group  and  the  Al-Islah  party  just  to 
name  a  few.  These  connections  would  prove  very  useful  for  Bin  Eaden  later  and  laid  the 
basis  for  Al-Qaeda’s  future  global  reach  as  an  offensive  terrorist  network. 

These  alliances  and  friendships  would  also  lead  Bin  Eaden  to  meet  Ayman  Al- 
Zawahiri,  a  doctor,  who  was  the  leader  of  the  Egyptian  Islamic  Jihad.  Zawahiri  would 
later  replace  Azzam  as  Bin  Eaden’s  second  in  command  of  Al-Qaeda  when  Bin  Eaden 
and  Azzam  had  differing  views  on  the  scope  of  the  jihad  against  the  Soviet  infidels.  Bin 
Eaden  believed  in  a  grander  world  view  where  the  jihad  would  encompass  all  Islamic 
people,  while  Azzam  wanted  to  confine  it  to  just  Arabs  .  Azzam  was  later  killed  in  a 
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market  bombing  which  was  rumored  to  have  been  tied  back  to  Zawahiri,  Azzam’s  main 

1  OQ 

rival  within  the  organization 

It  is  unclear  to  what  extent  Bin  Laden  directly  participated  in  combat  in 
Afghanistan,  but  it  is  certain  that  his  primary  role  was  as  a  financier,  facilitator, 
organizer,  and  engineer.  In  total.  Bin  Laden  would  help  recruit,  transport,  train  and 
sustain  15,000-22,000  Arab  fighters  against  the  Soviets  through  funding  of 
approximately  $25  million  per  month'^^  over  a  ten  year  period.  The  fruits  of  Bin  Laden’s 
efforts  and  the  mujahideen  were  realized  on  February  15,  1989  when  the  last  Russian 

132 

crossed  over  the  Amun  Darya  River  into  Uzbekistan 

Regardless  of  his  combat  acumen.  Bin  Laden  emerged  from  the  Afghan  conflict 
with  the  Soviets  with  numerous  traits  that  made  him  a  grave  threat,  both  physical  and 
mental,  to  the  Western  world.  In  regards  to  the  psychological  advantage,  the  Afghan 
Arabs  and  their  leaders  gained  a  victory  against  a  super  power  and  bolstered  their 
confidence,  especially  following  numerous  defeats  at  the  hands  of  Israelis  in  years  past. 
They  also  reinforced  their  religious  fervor,  grew  an  “ambition  for  a  borderless  Islamic 
world”  and  interpreted  their  victory  as  “a  sign  of  God’s  favor  and  the  righteousness  of 
their  cause  In  a  society  which  encourages  humility.  Bin  Laden  himself  was  viewed 
within  the  Arab  community  as  a  celebrity  in  some  circles  when  he  returned  from  the 
Afghan  war^^^. 
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The  physical  realm  proved  to  be  even  more  important  than  the  mental.  Bin  Laden 
had  established  numerous  relationships  with  other  militant  Islamic  movements  who  were 
indebted  to  Bin  Laden  for  his  assistance  during  the  Afghan  war  and  saw  him  as  an 
effective  leader  and  financier.  What  originally  started  as  a  way  to  provide  family 
members  information  on  their  sons  and  fathers  who  came  to  Afghanistan  to  answer  their 
Islamic  obligation  of  jihad  became  Bin  Laden’s  detailed  global  database  of  young  men 
eager  for  a  continued  jihad  against  the  enemies  of  Islam.  This  information  would  prove 
to  be  vital  to  his  recruiting  efforts  as  he  looked  to  expand  the  jihad  past  the  victory  in 
Afghanistan 

Opposes  the  U.S.  in  Saudi  Arabia  and  Snubbed 

Bin  Laden  returned  to  Saudi  Arabia  in  the  summer  of  1989'^^  with  aspirations  of 
returning  to  his  family’s  construction  empire  while  still  monitoring  and  funding  his  Al- 
Qaeda  training  camps  in  Afghanistan.  Other  Arab  nations  such  as  Egypt,  Algeria  and 
Yemen  lodged  protests  to  the  Saudi  royal  family  when  they  discovered  these  Islamic 
forces  and  the  source  of  their  funding  .  The  Saudi  government  restricted  his  passport 
and  limited  his  travel  due  to  concerns  about  his  continued  militant  activities;  fearful  he 
may  open  a  new  front  in  his  jihad  against  the  communist  regime  in  South  Yemen  where 

1  TO 

his  father  was  bom 

North  and  South  Yemen  had  reached  an  agreement  to  unify  under  the  banner, 
Republic  of  Yemen.  Bin  Laden  was  convinced  that  the  United  States  had  a  hand  in  the 
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deal  and  called  upon  Yemeni  veterans  of  the  Afghan  mujahideen  to  wage  a  guerilla  war 
against  the  newly  formed  republic.  He  helped  fund  the  insurgency  further  infuriating  the 
Saudi  royal  family 

On  his  return  from  Afghanistan,  local  publications  characterized  him  as  having 
returned  “trailing  clouds  of  glory helping  to  fuel  his  celebrity  persona.  His  status 
caused  him  to  be  invited  to  speak  in  numerous  homes  and  mosques,  despite  not 
possessing  any  formal  religious  credentials.  Anti-Americanism  over  the  United  States’ 
unbending  support  for  Israel  against  the  Palestinians  was  one  of  his  favorite  themes.  His 
perception  of  U.S.  influence  in  Yemen  helped  add  fervor  to  his  rhetoric.  At  one  point 
Bin  Laden  had  also  turned  his  attention  to  criticizing  Saddam  Hussein  and  the  secular 
Ba’ath  Party  of  Iraq  and  characterized  them  as  a  threat  to  the  Kingdom  of  Saudi  Arabia. 
This  assertion  angered  the  Saudi  royal  family  even  more.  They  had  recently  signed  a 
non-aggression  pact  with  Hussein,  even  while  the  Iraqi  army  was  moving  to  the  Kuwaiti 
border  in  the  summer  of  I990'"^^. 

As  discussed  earlier,  Iraq  attacked  Kuwait  on  August  2,  1990.  The  Iraqi  attack 
confirmed  what  Bin  Laden  had  been  preaching.  Even  before  his  prophecy  came  true,  he 
had  developed  detailed  plans  of  reconstituting  the  mujahideen  in  Saudi  Arabia  to  repel  an 
Iraqi  invasion.  He  used  his  family’s  connection  to  the  Saudi  royal  family  yet  again  and 
presented  his  plan  to  Prince  Sultan,  the  Saudi  Defense  Minister.  The  plan  consisted  of 
Bin  Laden  training  Saudi  youth  to  take  up  arms  against  Iraq  and  use  his  family’s 
construction  company’s  equipment  to  build  an  earthen  defensive  network.  Additionally, 
he  would  bring  in  fighters  from  around  the  Arab  world  and  defend  the  Kingdom,  all 
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under  the  assumption  that  the  United  States  was  not  invited  to  partieipate  in  any  way^"^^. 
Prinee  Sultan  made  no  eommitment  at  that  time,  but  Bin  Laden  began  to  mobilize  his 
mujahideen  forees  in  antieipation  of  Sultan’s  approval. 

It  is  unelear  of  the  exaet  timeline,  but  after  the  Iraqi  invasion  had  taken  plaee.  Bin 
Laden  again  approaehed  Prinee  Sultan  with  his  proposal  and  assured  the  Prinee  he  eould 
train  and  equip  100,000  mujahideen  troops  within  three  months.  Bin  Laden  again 
reiterated,  “You  don’t  need  the  Amerieans.  You  don’t  need  any  other  non-Muslim 
troops.  We  will  be  enough'"^"^.” 

However,  unknown  to  Bin  Laden,  the  deeision  had  already  been  made  to  allow 
troops  from  the  U.S.  to  enter  Saudi  Arabia.  U.S.  Defense  Seeretary  Riehard  Cheney  and 
GEN  Norman  Sehwarzkopf  had  already  visited  the  Kingdom  and  presented  intelligenee 
photos  to  Crown  Prinee  Abdullah  showing  the  Iraqi  forees  arrayed  against  Saudi  Arabia. 
Abdullah’s  biggest  eoneem  about  the  Ameriean’s  assistanee  was  how  long  they  would  be 
in  the  Kingdom  and  the  potential  baeklash  it  eould  eause  from  his  own  populaee  and  the 
wider  Islamie  world.  Onee  assured  by  Cheney  and  Sehwarzkopf  the  U.S.  forees  would 
only  stay  as  long  as  they  were  needed  and  were  weleomed  by  the  Saudis,  Abdullah  said, 
“Come  with  all  you  ean  bring.  Come  as  fast  as  you  ean^"^^.” 

The  offieial  Saudi  response  to  Bin  Laden’s  offer  of  assistanee  by  his  mujahideen 
forees  said,  “The  family  of  Mohamed  Bin  Laden  have  always  been  faithful  subjeets  of 
our  kingdom  and  helped  us  greatly  in  our  time  of  need.  We  are  sure  that  nothing  will  be 


Anonymous,  114. 
Wright,  157. 

Ibid,  156-157. 


44 


allowed  to  mar  our  good  relations  in  the  future He  was  seething  with  anger  and 
responded  with, 

“The  American  government  has  made  the  greatest  mistake  in  entering  a 
peninsula  that  no  religion  from  among  the  non-Muslim  states  has  entered 
for  fourteen  centuries.  Never  has  Islam  suffered  a  greater  disaster  than 
this  invasion 

He  also  turned  virulently  against  the  Saudi  royal  family  for  their  decision  to  allow 

the  Americans  to  enter  Saudi  Arabia  and  made  inflammatory  statements  such  as, 

“Any  government  that  sells  its  peoples’  interests  and  betrays  its  people 
and  takes  actions  that  remove  it  from  the  Muslim  nation  will  not  succeed. 

We  predict  that  the  Riyadh  leader  and  those  with  him  who  stood  with  the 
Jews  and  Christians,  and  forfeited  Al-Haramien,  the  holy  shines,  to  Jews 
and  Christians  with  American  identities  will  or  other,  will  disintegrate. 

They  have  left  the  Muslim  nation.  We  predict  that  like  the  Iran  royal 
family,  the  Shah,  they  will  disperse  and  disappear.  After  Allah  gave  them 
property  on  the  most  sacred  land  and  gave  them  wealth  and  that  is  unheard 
of  before  oil,  still  they  sinned  and  did  not  value  Allah’s  gift.  We  predict 
destruction  and  dispersal  in  a  great  devastation  against  the  Muslim  nation, 
especially  what  happens  to  the  Muslim  people  of  Iraq  .” 

The  Saudi  government’s  reaction  to  Bin  Laden’s  provocative  statements  was 

harsh.  He  was  harassed  in  the  streets,  followed  and  physically  assaulted  on  several 

occasions.  The  Saudi  National  Guard  even  raided  and  searched  his  family  farm  in 

Jeddah.  This  action  further  incensed  Bin  Laden.  He  submitted  a  protest  to  Crown  Prince 

Abdullah,  chief  of  the  National  Guard  forces,  but  Abdullah  denied  all  knowledge  of  the 

incident 

As  previously  discussed,  U.S.  troops  and  the  military  forces  of  thirty  four  other 
nations  formed  a  Coalition  that  successfully  drove  the  Iraqi  military  out  of  Kuwait. 
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However,  Bin  Laden  eontinued  to  characterize  these  forces  as  “crusaders and  a  threat 
to  Islam.  He  also  held  great  contempt  not  only  for  the  Saudi  government  for  rejecting  his 
proposal  to  defend  the  Kingdom  with  Muslim  forces  as  he  had  done  in  Afghanistan,  but 
also  the  United  States  for  what  he  viewed  as  the  manipulation  of  the  Saudi  royal  family 
and  imposing  its  will  upon  the  Middle  East  and  Islam. 
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CHAPTER  4:  Bin  Laden’s  Transitory  Years 


“As  for  being  driven  from  one  land  to  another,  that  is  the  nature  of  war.” 

-  Osama  Bin  Laden 


Saudi  Arabia  to  Afghanistan/Pakistan  and  Sudan 

The  communist  Afghan  government  continued  to  remain  in  power  following  the 
withdrawal  of  Soviet  troops  from  Afghanistan  in  February,  1989.  By  March  1992,  the 
communist  government  was  about  to  be  overthrown  when  a  war  erupted  between  rival 
mujahideen  forces.  Prince  Turki,  Saudi  intelligence  chief,  wanted  to  quell  the  discord 
and  establish  a  stable  government  in  Afghanistan  following  the  long-term  support 
provided  by  the  Kingdom  for  the  mujahideen.  Bin  Laden  offered  his  assistance  to  go  to 
Afghanistan  and  bring  a  settlement  between  his  old  friends  and  allies  in  Afghanistan.  He 
also  saw  this  as  an  opportunity  to  regain  his  travel  documents  and  escape  from  under  the 
thumb  of  the  Saudi  royal  family. 

Bin  Laden  was  able  to  regain  his  passport  and  travel  to  Afghanistan,  but 
continued  to  follow  his  own  agenda  to  rationally  negotiate  a  settlement  between  the  two 
warring  parties.  His  actions  were  opposite  to  the  direction  prescribed  by  the  Saudi  royal 
family.  Prince  Turki  had  instructed  Bin  Laden  not  to  open  negotiations,  but  to  pledge 
Saudi  support  to  the  fundamental  Sunni  faction  and  bring  a  quick  end  to  the  conflict.  Bin 
Laden  failed  in  his  negotiations  and  all  out  civil  war  broke  out  for  power  over  the 
decimated  Afghanistan.  His  defiance  of  Prince  Turki  further  infuriated  the  Saudi  royal 

1 52 

family  and  drove  the  wedge  between  Bin  Laden  and  the  royals  even  deeper 
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While  the  mujahideen  were  battling  Soviet  forees  in  Afghanistan,  there  were  other 
Islamie  fundamentalist  movements  taking  shape  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  One  of  these 
movements  that  would  have  an  impact  on  Bin  Laden  was  the  overthrow  of  the 
democratically  elected  Sudanese  government  in  June  1989  by  General  Omar  Hassan  al- 
Bashir  and  Hassan  al-Turabi,  who  headed  the  National  Islamic  Front  (NIF)'^^  and  shared 
many  of  Bin  Laden’s  beliefs.  Primarily,  Turabi  advocated  the  rise  of  an  Islamic 
movement,  headquartered  in  Sudan,  which  would  slowly  spread  throughout  the  world.  In 
order  to  achieve  this  aim  he  opened  Sudan  to  all  Muslims  and  took  in  many  of  the  former 
mujahideen  fighters  that  no  other  countries  would  accept^^"^. 

Turabi  offered  sanctuary  to  Bin  Laden  beginning  in  1990  while  he  was  still  in 
Saudi  Arabia  and  later  granted  a  major  airport  construction  contract  to  BinLaden  Group 
to  sweeten  the  deal.  In  turn.  Bin  Laden  sent  representatives  to  purchase  large  plots  of 
land  and  other  properties  in  preparation  for  moving  Al-Qaeda  operations  to  the 
permissive  environment  of  Sudan^^^.  Turabi’s  actions  were  not  strictly  out  of 
benevolence  toward  a  fellow  ideologue.  He  needed  the  money  he  anticipated  Bin  Laden 
would  bring  with  him  to  assist  in  building  the  infrastructure  of  Sudan  which  was  in 
severe  disarray.  The  gamble  paid  off  and  shortly  after  his  arrival  in  March  1992'^^  Bin 
Laden  pledged  to  build  a  300  kilometer  road  as  a  “gift  to  the  nation 

Bin  Laden  set  up  numerous  business  ventures  within  Sudan  and  brought  in  Al- 
Qaeda  members  and  loyal  former  mujahideen  fighters  who  had  no  other  place  to  go  as  his 
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primary  source  of  management.  His  eonstruction  company  was  the  Al-Hirah  for 
Construction  and  Development  who  built  the  300  kilometer  road  between  Port  Sudan  and 
Khartoum.  The  heavy  maehinery  needed  for  construction  was  imported  by  his  company 
Al-Qadurat.  He  also  was  a  major  player  in  the  Sudanese  agricultural  industry  with  the 
Al-Themar  al-Mubaraka  Agricultural  Company  and  the  Wadi  al-Aqiq  Company  which 
facilitated  the  production  and  export  of  sueh  commodities  as  corn,  sunflowers,  peanuts, 
and  watermelons  .  Additionally,  Bin  Laden  supported  the  Sudanese  financial  industry 
by  investing  almost  $50  million  in  the  Al-Shamal  Islamie  Bank  in  Khartoum^^^. 

While  this  was  viewed  as  a  very  pleasant  time  in  Bin  Laden’s  life  and  presented 
him  with  time  to  reflect,  he  was  still  consumed  by  the  presence  of  U.S.  forces  in  Saudi 
Arabia  and  the  perceived  corruption  of  the  governments  of  Muslim  countries  because  of 
Western  influence.  It  is  during  this  time  he  deeided  the  next  step  for  Al-Qaeda  was  to 
wage  an  offensive  war  against  the  United  States  and  the  eorrupt  Muslim  governments 
that  had  suecumb  to  the  influence  of  the  West^^°. 

Bin  Laden  was  convinced  that  infiieting  even  minimal  casualties  on  U.S.  forces 
would  lead  to  their  withdrawal  from  any  eonfliet  situation.  His  basis  for  this  opinion  was 
the  suicide  car  bombing  by  Hezbollah  against  the  U.S.  Marine  barracks  in  Beirut, 
Lebanon  on  October  23,  1983.  The  attaek  killed  220  Marines  and  21  other  Amerieans 
and  forced  the  U.S.  to  question  its  Middle  East  policy  as  well  as  the  purpose  of  the 
overall  mission,  which  ended  the  following  winter 
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The  first  opportunity  that  presented  itself  to  Bin  Laden  in  his  offensive  against  the 

West  and  the  United  States  was  against  U.S.  forees  that  deployed  to  the  region  in  an 

effort  to  deliver  needed  humanitarian  assistanee  to  Somalia,  dubbed  Operation  Restore 

Hope.  A1  Qaeda,  at  this  point,  was  still  very  mueh  a  fledging  terrorist  organization.  In 

Deeember  1992,  two  suieide  bombers  eondueted  attaeks  against  hotels  in  Aden,  Yemen 

used  by  U.S.  personnel  before  going  to  Somalia.  The  attaeks  were  unsueeessful  in  killing 

any  Ameriean  troops  when  the  explosives  detonated  prematurely.  Al-Qaeda  still  elaimed 

1 62 

vietory,  even  when  the  U.S.  personnel  left  on  their  seheduled  departure  time 

Additionally,  Al-Qaeda  provided  training  and  weapons  to  the  warlords  fighting 
against  the  Ameriean  presenee  in  Somalia.  It  is  uneonfirmed  to  what  extent  Al-Qaeda 
operatives  assisted  the  warlords,  but  Bin  Laden  took  eredit  for  the  downing  of  two  U.S. 
Blaekhawk  helieopters  in  Oetober  1993.  It  further  helped  eonfirm  his  suspieions  on  the 
level  of  U.S.  resolve  in  the  faee  of  even  minimal  easualties.  He  boasted,  “. .  .they  [the 
U.S.]  fled  into  the  heart  of  darkness,  frustrated  after  they  had  eaused  great  eommotion 
about  the  New  World  Order 

During  this  period,  the  Saudi  royal  family  reeeived  numerous  protests  from  Egypt 
and  Yemen  eomplaining  about  Bin  Laden’s  aetivities  to  finanee  internal  insurgeneies 
eontributing  to  unrest  in  their  eountries.  King  Fahd’s  response  was  to  revoke  Bin 
Laden’s  Saudi  eitizenship  in  Mareh,  1994,  and  seized  his  travel  doeuments  for  behavior 
that  “eontradiets  the  Kingdom’s  interests  and  risks  harming  its  relations  with  fraternal 
eountries. Additionally,  the  Saudi  Interior  Ministry  ordered  the  Bin  Laden  family, 
still  in  Saudi  Arabia,  to  out  off  Osama  from  any  oompany  payments  and  seized  his 
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portion  of  the  company,  totaling  approximately  $7  million.  This  represented  his  primary 
source  of  income  since  his  Sudanese  businesses  were  struggling.  Later, 
representatives  from  Saudi  Arabia  would  entice  Bin  Laden  to  return  to  the  Kingdom  if  he 
renounced  jihad  and  proclaimed  King  Fahd  was  a  good  Muslim.  He  refused  and 
countered  with  his  own  demands  to  return,  which  included  the  withdrawal  of  U.S.  troops. 

In  1995,  Bin  Laden  added  to  his  confrontation  with  the  Saudi  royal  family  by 
issuing  a  statement  where  he  called  King  Fahd  himself  an  infidel.  He  further  berated  the 
King  by  saying, 

“It  is  unconscionable  to  let  the  country  [Saudi  Arabia]  become  an 
American  colony  for  American  soldiers  -  their  filthy  feet  roaming 
everywhere  -  for  no  reason  other  than  protecting  your  throne  and 
protecting  oil  sources  for  their  own  use.  These  filthy,  infidel  Crusaders 
must  not  be  allowed  to  remain  in  the  Holy  Land^^^.” 

That  same  year,  in  November,  a  truck  with  explosives  detonated  outside  a  Saudi 
National  Guard  facility  used  by  U.S.  and  Saudi  personnel.  Saudi  authorities  arrested  four 
personnel  who  admitted  to  have  trained  at  Al-Qaeda  camps  in  Afghanistan.  Even  though 
they  did  not  say  the  act  was  ordered  by  Bin  Laden,  they  claim  to  have  been  inspired  by 

1  f\l 

his  ideology  . 

The  early-middle  1990’s  saw  numerous  other  terrorist  activities  that  were 

1 68 

directed,  supported,  or  inspired  by  Bin  Laden  and  Al-Qaeda  to  include  : 

1991- 1994:  Al-Qaeda  operatives  attacked  petroleum  infrastructure  facilities  in 
Yemen  and  assassinated  government  officials. 

1992- 1996:  Al-Qaeda  members  lead  attacks  on  government  forces  in  Eritrea, 
Ethiopia  and  Uganda. 
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1992-1994:  Al-Qaeda  set  up  training  camps  and  provided  funding  to  Islamic 
fighters  in  Bosnia. 

1992- 1994:  Bin-Laden  funded  attacks  against  the  Jordanian  government. 

1993- 1996:  Bin  Laden  supported  Islamic  militants  in  Lebanon,  Bosnia,  Chechnya, 
Kashmir,  Tajikistan,  Burma,  and  Libya. 

1993:  Bin  Laden  publicly  praised  Ramsi  Yousef  for  the  bombing  of  the  World 
Trade  Center  in  New  York  City. 

1995:  French  media  claims  Bin  Laden  funded  a  series  of  bombings  in  Paris 
carried  out  by  an  Algerian  terrorist  organization. 

1995:  Al-Qaeda  provides  logistics  support  to  the  bombing  of  the  Egyptian 
embassy  in  Islamabad,  Pakistan. 

June  1996:  A  truck  bomb  explodes  outside  Khobar  Towers,  a  residential  complex 
for  U.S.  military  personnel  deployed  to  support  Operation  Southern  Watch,  which  killed 
nineteen  and  wounded  372  personnel.  Al-Qaeda  ties  are  suspected,  but  remain  unknown. 
The  attack  was  most  likely  carried  out  by  Saudi  Hezbollah 

Sudan  and  Turabi  received  negative  international  attention  after  these  terrorist 
activities  and  an  attempted  assassination  of  Egyptian  President  Hosni  Mubarak  while  he 
visited  Addis  Ababa.  The  attack  was  carried  out  by  the  Egyptian  Islamic  Jihad  headed  by 
Ayman  Al-Zawahiri,  the  close  associate  of  Bin  Eaden.  In  response,  the  United  Nations 
adopted  economic  sanctions  against  Sudan  and  concern  began  to  grow  within  intelligence 
circles  about  the  increased  influence  of  Bin  Eaden  and  his  associates  operating  freely 
from  Sudan.  The  U.S.  Ambassador  to  Sudan  discussed  ways  Sudan  could  improve  its 
standing  within  the  international  community,  to  include  the  expulsion  of  Bin  Eaden  and 
providing  the  U.S.  with  the  names  of  all  his  associates  in  Sudan.  The  Sudanese  at  one 
point  even  offered  to  turn  over  Bin  Eaden  to  U.S.  law  enforcement  officials,  but  they  did 
not  have  enough  solid  evidence  to  prosecute  him  within  the  U.S.  justice  system. 
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Sensing  his  sanctuary  in  Sudan  had  come  to  an  end;  Bin  Laden  liquidated  his 
business  ventures  in  Sudan  and  departed  for  Jalalabad,  Afghanistan  in  May,  1996'^^. 


Back  in  Afghanistan  and  the  Taliban 

Since  the  time  Bin  Laden  had  left  Saudi  Arabia  to  go  to  Afghanistan  and  failed  to 
carry  out  the  instructions  of  Prince  Turki,  Afghanistan  had  been  embroiled  in  a  bitter  civil 
war  between  the  remaining  warlords  following  the  fall  of  the  communist  government  in 
Kabul.  Out  of  the  ashes  of  what  remained.  Mullah  Mohammed  Omar,  a  little  known 
puritanical  cleric  and  teacher  at  the  time  claimed  to  have  had  a  vision  of  The  Prophet  that 
instructed  him  to  bring  peace  to  Afghanistan^^' .  He  rallied  students  from  throughout  the 
Oruzgan  province  and  quickly  gained  support  from  the  local  populace,  who  was  looking 
for  order  in  any  form  and  referred  to  him  as  the  “Commander  of  the  Faithful Omar’s 
followers,  known  as  the  Taliban  ,  quickly  grew  and  took  the  southern  Afghan  city  of 
Khandahar  in  November  1994,  and  later  Kabul,  the  capital  city  in  September  1996''^"'. 

The  Taliban  imposed  a  strict  code  of  conduct  that  banned  all  items  that  were 
unclean  and  could  lead  to  moral  corruption  such  as:  satellite  dishes,  movies,  music, 
alcohol,  computers,  and  televisions.  They  also  restricted  women  from  going  to  school 
and  working.  Given  the  continual  chaos  over  the  last  several  decades  in  Afghanistan,  the 
order  was  welcomed.  Internal  order  was  also  welcomed  by  other  governments  in  the 
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region  including  Saudi  Arabia  and  Pakistan'^^  who  provided  the  Taliban  with  weapons, 
training  and  vehicles. 

Mullah  Omar  and  the  Taliban  initially  knew  very  little  about  Bin  Laden,  except 
that  he  had  invested  large  amounts  of  money  in  Sudanese  infrastructure  and  was  exiled 
from  Sudan.  They  assumed  he  was  still  wealthy  and  hoped  he  would  do  the  same  for 
Afghanistan.  When  the  Taliban  discovered  Bin  Laden  was  coming  to  Afghanistan  they 
consulted  the  Saudi  government  on  what  they  should  do  with  him  and  were  simply  told  to 
“hold  on  to  him  and  keep  him  quiet  .” 

Bin  Laden  very  quickly  defied  his  hosts  and  issued  his  first  fatwa  in  August, 

1996,  even  though  he  had  no  formal  clerical  qualifications  or  authority  to  issue  such  a 
decree.  The  fatwa  was  an  open  declaration  of  war  again  the  United  States  and  begins 
with  a  discussion  of  martyrdom; 

“...a  martyr  privileges  are  guaranteed  by  Allah;  forgiveness  with  the  first 
gush  of  his  blood,  he  will  be  shown  his  seat  in  paradise,  he  will  be 
decorated  with  the  jewels  of  belief  (Imaan),  married  off  to  the  beautiful 
ones,  protected  from  the  test  in  the  grave,  assured  security  in  the  day  of 
judgment,  crowned  with  the  crown  of  dignity,  a  ruby  of  which  is  better 
than  this  whole  world  (Duniah)  and  its'  entire  content,  wedded  to  seventy 
two  of  the  pure  Houries  (beautiful  ones  of  Paradise)  and  his  intercession 
on  the  behalf  of  seventy  of  his  relatives  will  be  accepted.” 

He  goes  on  to  specifically  talk  about  rewards  for  those  who  martyr  themselves, 

later  to  become  a  favored  tactic  used  by  Al-Qaeda^^^  while  fighting  the  United  States: 

“Those  youths  know  that  their  rewards  in  fighting  you,  the  USA,  is  double 
than  their  rewards  in  fighting  some  one  else  not  from  the  people  of  the 
book  [Muslims].  They  have  no  intention  except  to  enter  paradise  by  killing 
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you.  An  infidel,  and  enemy  of  God  like  you,  eannot  be  in  the  same  hell 
with  his  righteous  exeeutioner.” 

Later,  Bin  Laden  indicts  King  Fahd  for  allowing  U.S.  troops  to  enter  and  stay  in 
Saudi  Arabia: 

.  .he  permitted  in  the  holy  country  the  most  filthy  sort  of  humans.  I  have 
made  an  oath  by  Allah,  the  Great,  to  fight  who  ever  rejected  the  faith.” 

He  then  discusses  how  fighting  against  the  U.S.  is  an  obligation,  reminiscent  of 

the  teachings  of  his  previous  mentor,  Azzam,  and  again  berates  the  Saudi  royal  family  for 

allowing  the  U.S.  into  the  Kingdom: 

“Terrorizing  you  [the  U.S.],  while  you  are  carrying  arms  on  our  land,  is  a 
legitimate  and  morally  demanded  duty.  It  is  a  legitimate  right  well  known 
to  all  humans  and  other  creatures.  Your  example  and  our  example  is  like  a 
snake  which  entered  into  a  house  of  a  man  and  got  killed  by  him.  The 
coward  is  the  one  who  lets  you  walk,  while  carrying  arms,  freely  on  his 
land  and  provides  you  with  peace  and  security.” 

He  calls  his  fellow  Muslims  to  fight  against  the  United  States,  but  also  takes  an 

opportunity  to  also  express  disdain  for  the  Israelis  as  well: 

“My  Muslim  Brothers  of  the  World:  Your  brothers  in  Palestine  and  in  the 
land  of  the  two  Holy  Places  [Saudi  Arabia]  are  calling  upon  your  help  and 
asking  you  to  take  part  in  fighting  against  the  enemy  -your  enemy  and 
their  enemy-  the  Americans  and  the  Israelis.  They  are  asking  you  to  do 
whatever  you  can,  with  your  own  means  and  ability,  to  expel  the  enemy, 
humiliated  and  defeated,  out  of  the  sanctities  of  Islam” 

He  closes  the  fatwa  with  a  prayer,  asking  for  assistance  from  God  in  the  struggle 
against  the  United  States: 

“Our  Lord,  the  people  of  the  cross  [the  U.S.]  had  come  with  their  horses 
[soldiers]  and  occupied  the  land  of  the  two  Holy  places.  Our  Lord,  shatter 
their  gathering,  divide  them  among  themselves,  shaken  the  earth  under 
their  feet  and  give  us  control  over  them;  Our  Lord,  we  take  refuge  in  you 
from  their  deeds  and  take  you  as  a  shield  between  us  and  them  Our  Lord, 
show  us  a  black  day  in  them!  Our  Lord,  show  us  the  wonderment  of  your 
ability  in  them!  Our  Lord,  You  are  the  Revealer  of  the  book.  Director  of 


55 


the  clouds,  You  defeated  the  allies  (Ahzab);  defeat  them  and  make  us 

victorious  over  them.” 

The  fatwa  caused  immediate  international  media  interest  in  Bin  Laden  and 
infuriated  his  Taliban  hosts  who  feared  Saudi  reprisals  in  the  form  of  suspension  of 
financial  assistance,  but  were  still  hopeful  Bin  Laden  would  bankroll  infrastructure 
improvements  as  he  had  done  in  Sudan.  Even  after  reassurances  that  he  would  heed  the 
wishes  of  the  Taliban,  Bin  Laden  granted  interviews  for  newspapers  and  the  most  notable 
to  that  date,  a  recorded  interview  with  Peter  Arnett  from  the  Cable  News  Network  (CNN) 
in  March  1997'^^. 

In  the  CNN  interview,  Arnett  asked  specific  questions  concerning  topics  derived 
from  the  1996  fatwa  declaring  war  against  the  United  States.  Of  note.  Bin  Laden  openly 
criticized  the  Saudi  royalty,  even  going  as  far  to  proclaim  takfir  against  the  King,  or  say 
that  he  was  not  a  true  Muslim  and  could  be  killed.  Furthermore,  he  reiterated  his  call  for 
war  against  the  U.S.  and  Israel.  He  went  even  further  this  time  when  pressed  about  what 
he  would  do  if  the  Americans  did  leave  the  Arabia  peninsula  and  said  the  United  States 
would  have  to  “withdraw  from  any  kind  of  intervention  against  Muslims  .” 

Once  again.  Mullah  Omar  was  enraged.  He  brought  Bin  Laden  to  Khandahar 
under  the  auspices  of  security,  but  really  to  keep  him  under  better  control.  Omar  pledged 
his  protection  of  Bin  Laden  and  he  moved  into  a  meek  compound  with  his  family  and 
several  associates. 

Zawahiri  had  been  in  Chechnya  to  establish  a  base  for  his  own  Egyptian  Islamic 
movement  following  expulsion  from  Sudan,  but  was  captured,  jailed,  and  later  released 
by  the  Russians  who  never  ascertained  his  real  identity.  Given  few  options  at  that  point, 
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he  rejoined  Bin  Laden  in  Afghanistan  and  the  two  were  eontracted  by  the  Pakistani  ISI  to 

revive  their  training  eamps  and  generate  fighters  for  the  eonfiiet  in  Kashmir  for  the 

government  of  Pakistan.  This  was  an  important  development  sinee  Bin  Laden  aetually 

had  very  little  aeeessible  resourees  at  that  time^*' . 

Early  in  1998,  Bin  Laden  and  Zawahiri  reaehed  a  deeision  to  formally  eombine 

the  forees  of  all  the  various  disparate  Islamie  militant  organizations  that  had  eome  to 

Afghanistan  under  one  eause  and  focus  their  efforts  against  a  common  enemy,  the  United 

States.  Bin  Laden  therefore  issued  another  fatwa  through  his  propaganda  arm  in  London 

that  was  much  more  focused  than  his  previous  declaration  of  war  against  the  United 

State,  which  had  a  much  more  rambling  quality  about  it. 

The  first  half  of  the  1998  fatwa  was  broken  into  three  distinct  grievances.  The 

first  two  focus  on  the  United  States  presence  on  the  Arabian  Peninsula  and  continued 

operations  against  Iraq.  The  last  point  deals  with  the  U.S. -Israeli  alliance  and  their 

perceived  aim,  which  is  a  concerted  campaign  to  subjugate  Muslims  countries  to  their 

will.  In  detail,  the  three  grievances  are  as  follows  : 

“First,  for  over  seven  years  the  United  States  has  been  occupying  the  lands 
of  Islam  in  the  holiest  of  places,  the  Arabian  Peninsula,  plundering  its 
riches,  dictating  to  its  rulers,  humiliating  its  people,  terrorizing  its 
neighbors,  and  turning  its  bases  in  the  Peninsula  into  a  spearhead  through 
which  to  fight  the  neighboring  Muslim  peoples.  If  some  people  have  in 
the  past  argued  about  the  fact  of  the  occupation,  all  the  people  of  the 
Peninsula  have  now  acknowledged  it.  The  best  proof  of  this  is  the 
Americans'  continuing  aggression  against  the  Iraqi  people  using  the 
Peninsula  as  a  staging  post,  even  though  all  its  rulers  are  against  their 
territories  being  used  to  that  end,  but  they  are  helpless.” 
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“Second,  despite  the  great  devastation  inflicted  on  the  Iraqi  people  by  the 
crusader-Zionist  alliance,  and  despite  the  huge  number  of  those  killed, 
which  has  exceeded  1  million... despite  all  this,  the  Americans  are  once 
again  trying  to  repeat  the  horrific  massacres,  as  though  they  are  not 
content  with  the  protracted  blockade  imposed  after  the  ferocious  war  or 
the  fragmentation  and  devastation.” 

“Third,  if  the  Americans'  aims  behind  these  wars  are  religious  and 
economic,  the  aim  is  also  to  serve  the  Jews'  petty  state  and  divert  attention 
from  its  occupation  of  Jerusalem  and  murder  of  Muslims  there.  The  best 
proof  of  this  is  their  eagerness  to  destroy  Iraq,  the  strongest  neighboring 
Arab  state,  and  their  endeavor  to  fragment  all  the  states  of  the  region  such 
as  Iraq,  Saudi  Arabia,  Egypt,  and  Sudan  into  paper  statelets  and  through 
their  disunion  and  weakness  to  guarantee  Israel's  survival  and  the 
continuation  of  the  brutal  crusade  occupation  of  the  Peninsula.” 

Once  the  grievances  are  listed  against  the  U.S.,  Bin  Laden  weaves  a  very 

persuasive  argument:  because  the  U.S.  has  declared  war  on  Islam  through  its  past  and 

continuing  actions,  it  is  it  is  the  duty  of  all  Muslims,  based  on  past  precedent  and  Islamic 

law,  to  wage  jihad. 

“All  these  crimes  and  sins  committed  by  the  Americans  are  a  clear 
declaration  of  war  on  God,  his  messenger,  and  Muslims.  And  ulema  have 
throughout  Islamic  history  unanimously  agreed  that  the  jihad  is  an 
individual  duty  if  the  enemy  destroys  the  Muslim  countries.” 

“Nothing  is  more  sacred  than  belief  except  repulsing  an  enemy  who  is 
attacking  religion  and  life.” 

Finally,  he  closes  with  the  methodology  to  be  used  by  all  Muslims  to  wage  jihad 
against  the  U.S.  and  Israel.  Additional  verses  from  the  Qur’an  are  added  to  the  decree  to 
supply  further  justification.  A  distinct  difference  between  the  fatwas  issued  in  1996  and 
1998  is  that  in  the  1996  fatwa  Bin  Laden  focuses  almost  exclusively  on  the  U.S.  military 
forces  deployed  to  the  Middle  East  and  attacking  only  military  targets  overseas. 
Conversely,  The  1998  fatwa  greatly  expands  their  focus  to  both  civilian  and  military 
targets  wherever  they  are  found: 
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“The  ruling  to  kill  the  Amerieans  and  their  allies  (civilians  and  military)  is 
an  individual  duty  for  every  Muslim  who  can  do  it  in  any  country  in  which 
it  is  possible  to  do  it,  in  order  to  liberate  the  al-Aqsa  Mosque  and  the  holy 
mosque  [Mecca]  from  their  grip,  and  in  order  for  their  armies  to  move  out 
of  all  the  lands  of  Islam,  defeated  and  unable  to  threaten  any  Muslim. 

This  is  in  accordance  with  the  words  of  Almighty  God,  "and  fight  the 
pagans  all  together  as  they  fight  you  all  together,"  and  "fight  them  until 
there  is  no  more  tumult  or  oppression,  and  there  prevail  justice  and  faith  in 
God." 

“We  (with  God's  help)  call  on  every  Muslim  who  believes  in  God  and 
wishes  to  be  rewarded  to  comply  with  God's  order  to  kill  the  Americans 
and  plunder  their  money  wherever  and  whenever  they  find  it.  We  also  call 
on  Muslim  ulema,  leaders,  youths,  and  soldiers  to  launch  the  raid  on 
Satan's  U.S.  troops  and  the  devil's  supporters  allying  with  them,  and  to 
displace  those  who  are  behind  them  so  that  they  may  learn  a  lesson.” 


Figure  4*“:  Poster  found  in  Afghanistan  in  2001 


Burns  and  Peterson,  78.  Text  on  the  poster  translates  to:  “God  is  great  -  Soldier  of  Islam  -  Osama  Bin 
Laden.” 
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As  with  the  declaration  of  war  against  the  U.S.  Bin  Laden  issued  in  1996,  there 
was  immediate  media  attention  on  Bin  Laden  and  his  organization  after  the  1998  fatwa 
was  released.  Numerous  interviews  by  regional  newspapers  and  American  television 
crews  were  granted,  which  further  incensed  Mullah  Omar.  Bin  Laden’s  financial  health 
had  improved  and  was  an  important  partner  for  Omar.  Since  Omar  was  not  able  to  keep 
his  guest  quiet  as  the  Saudi  royal  family  had  instructed,  the  Saudi  demanded  Bin  Laden 
be  handed  over  and  taken  back  to  the  Kingdom.  The  Taliban  leader  refused  at  the  time, 
but  agreed  to  set  up  a  committee  to  discuss  the  details  for  what  they  had  expected  to  be 
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Bin  Laden’s  eventual  repatriation  to  Saudi  Arabia 


Corbin,  69. 


60 


CHAPTER  5:  The  Attacks  Begin 


“A1  Qida  seeks  to  drive  the  United  States  out  of  the  Arabian  Peninsula  and 
elsewhere  in  the  Muslim  world.  It  also  seeks  to  overthrow  moderate 
governments  and  establish  theoeraeies  similar  to  the  Taliban  regime  in 
Afghanistan.” 

-  Richard  Clarke 


“Osama  Bin  Laden  and  his  global  network  of  lieutenants  and  associates 
remain  the  most  immediate  and  serious  threat. .  .He  is  capable  of  planning 
multiple  attacks  with  little  or  no  warning.” 

-  George  Tenent'^^ 


1998  Embassy  Bombings  in  Kenya  and  Tanzania 

Up  to  this  point,  Al-Qaeda  had  only  attempted  relatively  small,  not  very 
successful  attacks  on  the  U.S.  and  acted  primarily  as  a  financial  and  logistics  support 
organization  for  other  terrorist  organization  to  carry  out  operations'^^.  New  life  was 
breathed  into  the  Bin  Laden  terrorist  conglomerate  following  the  issuance  of  the  1998 
fatwa  to  inspire  Muslims  around  the  world  and  the  unification  of  the  numerous  smaller 
terror  organizations  under  one  banner.  Unified  under  the  moniker  “World  Islamic 
Front  ,”  the  sum  of  the  various  groups  was  greater  than  its  individual  parts  and  quickly 
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struck  its  first  blow,  closely  following  its  declared  target  set  and  methodology  stated  in 
the  fatwa. 

On  the  seventh  anniversary  of  the  initial  deployment  of  U.S.  troops  to  Saudi 
Arabia  for  Operation  Desert  Shield,  August  7,  1998  ,  near-simultaneous  truck  bombs 

exploded  outside  the  U.S.  embassies  in  Dar  es  Salaam,  Tanzania,  and  Nairobi,  Kenya. 
When  the  debris  settled,  the  death  toll  for  the  attacks  was  291  Africans  killed  and 
approximately  5,100  wounded;  12  Amerieans  killed  and  7  wounded The  two 
bombers  that  survived  the  attack  were  quickly  taken  to  the  U.S.  where  they  revealed  the 
training  they  had  received  in  Afghanistan  and  divulged  their  affiliation  with  Al-Qaeda 
and  Osama  Bin  Laden. 


Figure  5*^*:  Damage  to  the  U.S.  Embassy  in  Tanzania 


Corbin,  72. 
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Bin  Laden  was  quick  to  claim  responsibility  for  the  attacks  which  served  to 
increase  his  popularity  in  the  militant  Muslim  world.  He  said  the  bombings,  .  .gave  the 
United  States  a  taste  of  the  atrocities  that  Muslims  had  experienced  .” 

The  U.S.  response  to  the  bombings  of  the  embassies  was  swift.  On  August  20, 
1998,  sixty  Tomahawk  Land  Attack  Missiles  (TLAMs,  or  Cruise  Missiles)  were  launched 
from  U.S.  Navy  ships  in  the  Arabian  Sea  with  their  primary  target  of  camps  in 
Afghanistan.  Intelligence  sources  had  indicated  there  was  a  meeting  scheduled  with 

1  09 

several  senior  Al-Qaeda  officials  in  attendance,  to  include  Bin  Laden 

Nearly  simultaneous  to  the  missile  attack  in  Afghanistan  was  the  U.S.  attack  on  a 
pharmaceutical  plant  in  Khartoum,  Sudan  using  twenty  additional  TLAMs  from  U.S. 
Navy  ships  in  the  Red  Sea.  The  plant  was  suspected  to  be  producing  chemical  weapons 
for  Al-Qaeda 

The  actual  results  of  the  U.S.  retaliatory  strikes  were  far  less  than  what  was  hoped 
to  be  achieved.  U.S.  officials  claimed  that  20-30  Al-Qaeda  operatives  were  killed,  but 
later  reports  from  Taliban  and  Al-Qaeda  representatives  countered  the  U.S.  claim  and 
said  there  were  only  six  Al-Qaeda  and  22  Afghans  killed  in  the  attack.  Regardless  of  the 
total  numbers  killed,  the  senior  leadership.  Bin  Laden  and  Zawahiri  had  survived^^^. 

Tests  at  the  suspected  chemical  weapons  plant  in  Sudan  revealed  the  initial 
assumptions  of  VX  nerve  agent  precursors  were  incorrect.  It  truly  had  been  only  a 


192 

193 

194 

195 


Wright,  272. 
Piszkiewicz,  114-115. 
Ibid,  115. 

Wright,  285. 


63 


pharmaceutical  manufacturing  facility  and  produced  a  large  portion  of  the  medicines  used 
within  Sudan 

More  important  than  the  physieal  destruction  caused  by  the  U.S.,  and  the  U.S. 
failing  to  kill  their  intended  targets,  the  retaliatory  strikes  further  raised  Bin  Laden  up  as  a 
central  figure  in  the  militant  Islamic  realm.  He  had  showed  yet  again,  similar  to  how  he 
confronted  the  Soviet  Union  in  Afghanistan,  how  he  could  confront  a  superpower  and  be 
victorious.  Furthermore,  the  U.S.  attacks  solidified  what  had  been  an  uneasy  relationship 
between  Bin  Laden  and  Mullah  Omar,  who  saw  the  U.S.  strikes  as  much  against 
Afghanistan  as  they  were  Bin  Laden.  This  relationship  proved  vital  when  the  Saudis 
again  asked  for  the  Taliban  to  turn  over  Bin  Laden  and  when  the  U.S.  approached  the 
Taliban  to  turn  over  Bin  Laden  following  the  Al-Qaeda  attacks  on  September  11,  2001. 

The  Attacks  Continue  -  Suecessful  and  Otherwise 

The  opening  volley  from  the  new  and  inspired  Al-Qaeda  against  the  U.S. 
embassies  in  Africa  had  announced  Bin  Laden  could  not  only  “talk  tough”  but  also 
follow  through  with  his  claims.  Al-Qaeda  attempted  to  follow  up  on  their  initial 
accomplishment,  but  did  not  have  the  same  degree  of  sueeess. 

The  millennium  celebrations  scheduled  throughout  the  United  States  and  all  over 
the  world  presented  a  prime  opportunity  for  terrorist  activity  to  take  center  stage  in  the 
media  and  serve  their  propagandist  desires.  Sueh  was  the  aim  of  Ahmed  Ressam  who 
had  been  trained  in  Afghanistan  by  Al-Qaeda,  but  was  not  a  full-fledged  Al-Qaeda 
direeted  operative.  He  was  attempting  to  enter  the  U.S.  from  Canada  on  December  14, 
1999,  with  bomb-making  materials  in  the  trunk  of  his  oar  when  he  was  apprehended  by  a 

Piszkiewicz,  115. 


64 


U.S.  border  agent  who  notieed  he  was  agitated  and  nervous.  Onee  in  eustody,  his  plans 
were  uneovered  to  set  off  explosives  at  the  Los  Angeles  International  Airport.  Ressam 
also  had  other  assoeiates  in  the  United  States  that  were  apprehended  and  eharged  in  the 
plot.  This  event  also  lead  U.S.  law  enforeement  to  beeome  even  more  eoneerned  about 
the  spread  of  Islamie  terrorism  and  the  potential  for  the  existenee  of  numerous  other 
“sleeper  eells”  that  were  waiting  to  be  aetivated  to  earry  out  additional  attaeks^^^. 

Another  plot  that  failed  to  aehieve  its  desired  effeets  was  attempted  in  Aden, 
Yemen  on  January  3,  2000.  Al-Qaeda  operatives  were  planning  on  using  a  small  boat 
packed  with  explosives  to  sink  U.S.  Navy  ships  refueling  in  the  Yemeni  harbor. 

However,  when  the  boat  was  left  unattended  for  a  period  of  time,  local  peasants  tried  to 
steal  the  boat’s  powerful  motor  and  dropped  it  into  the  water,  rendering  it  useless.  USS 
The  Sullivans,  a  U.S.  Navy  guided  missile  destroyer,  was  the  intended  target  of  the  attack 
but  had  to  be  aborted 

Also  during  this  millennium  celebration  timeframe  was  an  attempted  attack  on 
Christian  pilgrims  in  Jordan,  scheduled  for  December  31,  1999.  Thirteen  Al-Qaeda 
agents  were  bringing  explosives  into  Jordan  since  1998  with  the  aim  of  blowing  up  hotels 
in  Amman,  specifically  targeting  Christians  visiting  holy  sites  along  the  Jordan  River.  A 
co-conspirator  of  the  thirteen  was  arrested  in  Pakistan  and  Pakistani  officials  tipped  off 
the  Jordanians,  who  arrested  the  other  operatives 

Al-Qaeda’s  fortune  changed  in  October  12,  2000,  when  another  attempt  was  made 
to  attack  a  ship  refueling  in  the  port  of  Aden,  Yemen.  Initially,  Al-Qaeda  lieutenants 
proposed  attacking  a  commercial  ship,  such  as  an  oil  tanker.  However,  Bin  Laden  vetoed 
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the  idea  and  insisted  a  U.S.  warship  be  the  next  target.  The  same  eoneept  of  operations 
was  used  to  attaek  the  USS  Cole,  another  guided  missile  destroyer:  a  small  boat  paeked 
with  a  shaped  explosive  eharge  raeed  aeross  the  harbor  while  it  was  moored  for  refueling 
and  onee  pulled  along  side  it  would  detonate.  The  attaek  proved  sueeessful,  killing 
seventeen  U.S.  personnel  and  wounding  forty^°°. 


Figure  6  :  Result  of  USS  Cole  bombiug 


Bin  Laden  was  waiting  for  a  U.S.  response,  similar  to  the  repereussions  of  his 
attaeks  on  the  U.S.  embassies  in  Afiriea,  but  no  missiles  or  soldiers  ever  eame.  President 
Clinton  was  deeply  embroiled  in  peaee  talks  between  the  Israelis  and  the  Palestinians. 
Any  attaek  in  the  Muslim  world  eould  potentially  derail  the  talks  that  were  already  in 
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danger  of  falling  apart 


National  Commission  on  Terrorist  Attacks  Upon  the  United  States,  190. 
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The  Clinton  Administration  did  explore  a  host  of  military  options  to  retaliate  for 
the  attaek  against  the  USS  Cole.  TLAM  strikes  were  eonsidered  again,  but  planners  also 
went  so  far  as  to  explore  military  options  against  the  Taliban  for  harboring  Al-Qaeda  and 
Bin  Laden  that  ineluded  U.S.  military  personnel  on  the  ground  in  Afghanistan.  However, 
the  Clinton  Administration  was  looking  for  eonelusive  evidenee  that  it  was  an  Al-Qaeda 
operation  before  strikes  were  launehed.  The  best  the  CIA  eould  give  the  White  House 
were  “preliminary”  findings,  but  were  not  eonelusive  enough  to  launeh  strikes,  or  deploy 
U.S.  troops  .  By  the  time  eonelusive  evidenee  had  been  gathered  in  February  2001,  the 
Bush  Administration  was  in  offiee  and  the  deeision  was  made  not  to  go  ahead  with 
military  aetion^®"^. 

Overall,  the  USS  Cole  attaek  had  both  positive  and  negative  aspeets  to  it  for  Al- 
Qaeda.  On  the  positive  side,  Al-Qaeda  experieneed  a  huge  reeruiting  surge  as  well  as  an 
influx  of  mueh  needed  finaneing.  Bin  Laden  was  also  somewhat  disappointed  that  there 
was  not  a  massive  U.S.  response  into  Afghanistan  with  deployed  soldiers  into  what  had 
been  deemed,  “The  Graveyard  of  Empires”  where  his  mujahideen  forees  eould 
systematieally  infliet  damage  on  the  U.S.  and  humiliate  them  mueh  the  way  he  had 
defeated  the  Soviet  Union^°^.  A  mueh  more  speetaeular  plot  would  have  to  be  exeeuted 
against  the  U.S.  in  order  to  get  his  desired  result. 

The  U.S.  and  the  rest  of  the  world  would  not  have  to  wait  long  for  the  speetaeular 
event  Osama  Bin  Laden  had  been  planning.  Eleven  months  after  the  attaek  on  the  USS 
Cole  in  Aden,  Yemen,  nineteen  Al-Qaeda  operatives  hijaeked  four  eommereial  passenger 
aireraft  on  September  11,  2001.  The  jetliners  were  used  as  human-guided  missiles  to 
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strike  both  towers  of  World  Trade  Center  in  New  York  City  and  the  Pentagon  killing 
approximately  3000  people.  One  of  the  aircraft  did  not  reach  its  target  and  crashed  into  a 
field  in  rural  Pennsylvania^**^. 


Figure  7^°^:  United  Flight  175  before/after  impact  on  World  Trade  Center  on  9/11 


Bin  Laden  got  a  U.S.  response,  but  perhaps  not  on  the  scale  he  was 
expecting. .  .the  Global  War  on  Terror  had  begun. 


Robinson,  277-279. 
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CHAPTER  6:  Forging  the  Chain  of  Events 

“Even  the  ultimate  outeome  of  a  war  is  not  always  to  be  regarded  as  final. 

The  defeated  state  often  eonsiders  the  outcome  merely  as  a  transitory  evil, 
for  which  a  remedy  may  still  be  found  in  political  conditions  at  some  later 
date.” 

-  Carl  Von  Clausewitz^°^ 

“My  brother  and  I  against  my  cousin.  My  cousin  and  I  against  the 
stranger.” 

-  Arab  Proverb 

Thus  far,  a  great  deal  of  background  material  has  been  presented  and  can  be 
thought  of  as  links  in  a  chain.  In  order  to  construct  a  whole  chain,  you  have  to 
interconnect  the  links  together,  even  though  they  may  be  seemingly  incongruent  pieces  of 
data.  The  chain  actually  begins  long  before  Osama  Bin  Laden  was  born  and  weaves  its 
way  through  the  White  House,  Afghanistan,  Saudi  Arabia,  Sudan,  and  Yemen  before  the 
unbroken  chain  of  events  ended  with  the  terrorist  attacks  on  September  11,  2001,  as 
summarized  in  Figure  8. 

Bin  Laden  was  raised  in  a  traditional  Wahabbi  Muslim  family  and  stayed  in  Saudi 
Arabia  for  his  education.  While  there,  he  was  exposed  to  an  extremist  Islamic  ideology 
at  a  relatively  early  age  and  was  greatly  influenced  by  the  teachings  of  the  Muslim 
Brotherhood  and  other  jihadist  scholars. 

Even  though  he  was  originally  from  Yemen,  Osama’s  father  gained  favor  with  the 
Saudi  Royal  family  due  to  construction  empire  he  built  from  the  ground  up  and  was 
responsible  for  a  great  deal  of  the  modem  infrastmcture  in  the  desert  kingdom  following 
the  discovery  of  oil.  This  connection  to  the  House  of  Saud  was  very  important.  It  gave 
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Saudi  intelligence  an  avenue,  through  Osama,  to  funnel  support  to  the  Afghan 
mujahideen  against  the  Soviets.  Also,  it  allowed  Bin  Laden  ready  access  to  prominent 
royal  family  members  when  he  wanted  to  make  a  proposal  to  use  Muslim  forces  in  order 
to  eject  Iraq  from  Kuwait.  However,  his  proximity  to  the  royal  family  also  made  the 
rejection  of  the  idea  and  the  use  of  “infidel”  U.S.  forces  even  more  of  a  slap  in  the  face 
that  hurt  him  very  deeply  and  irreconcilably  turned  him  against  the  Saudi  royals  and  the 
United  States. 


Figure  8:  Correlation  of  Events  Leading  from  Desert  Storm  to  9/11 
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Bin  Laden’s  experience  in  Afghanistan  proved  very  valuable  to  his  future 
organizational  endeavors.  During  this  time  he  built  a  vast  network  of  like-minded,  loyal 
individuals  that  would  later  provide  the  core  group  that  would  become  Al-Qaeda. 
Additionally,  he  learned  vital  leadership  skills  and  built  his  standing  within  the 
worldwide  jihadi  movement  to  a  “celebrity”  status. 

The  Western  and  the  Middle  Eastern  cultures  collided  on  a  scale  not  seen  since 
the  crusades  of  the  13*  century  when  Coalition  troops  poured  into  the  region  following 
the  Iraqi  invasion  of  Kuwait.  Their  purpose  was  initially  to  defend  Saudi  Arabia,  but 
quickly  turned  toward  forcibly  ejecting  Iraqi  forces  from  Kuwait.  The  Coalition’s 
military  success  was  unprecedented  in  the  history  of  modern  warfare.  In  spite  of  this,  as 
previously  discussed,  there  were  conflicting  objectives  that  caused  military  planners  to 
not  fully  understand  their  ultimate  goals,  or  the  national  strategic  endstate,  for  which  they 
needed  to  plan  against. 

Additionally,  the  terms  of  the  Safwan  cease  fire  agreement  were  not  properly 
planned.  GEN  Schwarzkopf  drafted  the  cease  fire  terms  himself,  without  the  aid  of  his 
planning  staff.  Conversely,  his  planning  staff  did  not  prepare  the  terms  of  the  cease  fire 
as  part  of  their  comprehensive  planning  effort  and  were  too  narrowly  focused  on 
offensive  operations.  During  the  meeting,  GEN  Schwarzkopf  quickly  made  concessions 
for  armed  helicopters  to  the  Iraqis  without  the  consultations  of  his  staff  The  result  of 
allowing  helicopters  in  Iraq  following  Coalition  offensive  operations  proved  fatal  for 
thousands  of  Kurds  and  Shiite  insurgents  against  the  Iraqi  regime  -  and  was  specifically 
granted  for  use  by  the  United  States. 
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There  were  eonflieting  objeetives  eommunieated  to  the  population  of  Iraq  to 
overthrow  Saddam  Hussein  direetly  from  President  Bush  and  eontained  in  numerous 
messages  as  part  of  an  extensive  psyehologieal  operations  eampaign  during  Operation 
Desert  Storm.  When  the  population  aetually  did  rise  up  against  Saddam  Hussein,  the 
U.S.  did  not  provide  aid  to  the  Kurdish  and  Shiite  insurgents  as  they  had  assumed,  but 
were  never  speeifieally  promised.  The  seope  of  the  UN  mandated  aetion  was  only  for  the 
withdrawal  of  Iraqi  forees  and  the  reinstatement  of  the  legitimate  government  of  Kuwait, 
not  for  the  ehange  of  the  regime  in  Baghdad. 

A  eonsequenee  of  the  uprisings  and  resulting  humanitarian  erises,  U.S.  and 
Coalition  forees  maintained  no-fly  zones  in  both  the  north  and  south  of  Iraq.  While  not 
speeifioally  mandated  by  UN  Seeurity  Couneil  Resolution  688,  Operations  Northern  and 
Southern  Wateh  proteeted  the  population  of  Iraq  and  allowed  the  UN  weapons  inspeetors 
following  Operation  Desert  Storm  to  monitor  Saddam’s  “eheat  and  retreat”  taeties. 
Mountains  of  valuable  intelligenee  on  Iraq  were  gathered  during  the  deeade,  and  longer, 
ONW  and  OSW  were  eondueted  and  proved  useful  to  future  operations  against  the  rogue 
regime. 

However,  in  the  ease  of  Operation  Southern  Wateh,  U.S.  and  Coalition  forees 
were  based  in  the  Kingdom  of  Saudi  Arabia  whieh  is  also  the  home  to  the  two  holiest 
plaees  in  the  Islamie  faith.  The  Saudi  Arabian  King  is  the  sworn  keeper  of  these 
treasures  and  many  in  the  Muslim  world  viewed  the  presenee  of  non-Muslim  forees,  sueh 
as  troops  from  the  U.S.  and  Coalition  eountries,  as  an  insult  to  all  Muslims. 
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This  view  is  shared  by  Osama  Bin  Laden  who  eited  the  presenee  of  U.S.  forees  in 

210 

Saudi  Arabia  in  his  1996  open  deelaration  of  war  on  the  United  States  ,  and  the  1998 

fatwa  .  Both  of  these  statements  ealled  on  Muslims,  and  demanded  it  as  their  duty  to 

wage  jihad,  to  drive  the  U.S.  out  of  Saudi  Arabia.  The  1998  fatwa  expanded  the  seope  of 

the  jihad  to  both  eivilians  and  military  targets  anywhere  in  the  world. 

The  U.S.  government  aeknowledged  that  the  presenee  of  non-Muslim  forees  was 

a  source  of  aggravation  to  Bin  Laden  when  Paul  Wolfowitz,  Deputy  Secretary  of 

Defense,  said  in  an  interview  with  Vanity  Fair  following  Operation  Iraqi  Freedom  : 

“. .  .by  complete  mutual  agreement  between  the  U.S.  and  the  Saudi 
government  we  can  now  remove  almost  all  of  our  forces  from  Saudi 
Arabia.  Their  presence  there  over  the  last  12  years  has  been  a  source  of 
enormous  difficulty  for  a  friendly  government.  It's  been  a  huge  recruiting 
device  for  al  Qaeda.  In  fact  if  you  look  at  bin  Laden,  one  of  his  principle 
grievances  was  the  presence  of  so-called  crusader  forces  on  the  holy  land, 

Mecca  and  Medina.” 

The  U.S.  further  incensed  Bin  Laden  when  pressure  was  brought  on  Sudan  to 
expel  him.  He  had  invested  large  sums  of  money  in  the  poor  African  country  and  shared 
a  similar  ideology  to  the  Sudanese  leaders.  Nevertheless,  he  had  also  financed  other 
terrorist  operations  that  caught  the  attention  of  the  UN  and  U.S.  which  resulted  in 
sanctions  brought  against  Sudan.  In  an  effort  to  gain  favor,  the  Sudanese  leaders 
complied  with  the  demands  of  the  international  community,  driving  Bin  Laden  back  to 
Afghanistan. 

Bin  Laden  was  convinced  that  the  U.S.  would  leave  Saudi  Arabia  as  soon  as  he 
was  able  to  inflict  the  appropriate  level  of  casualties  because  of  his  perception  of  the  U.S. 


™  Contained  in  Appendix  A 
Contained  in  Appendix  B 

Paul  Wolfowitz,  Interviewed  by  Sam  Tennenhaus,  Vanity  Fair  (May  09,  2003), 
http://www.defenselink.mil/transcripts/transcript.aspx?transcriptid=2594  (accessed  November  24,  2007). 
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being  “casualty  averse”.  His  evidence  for  this  was  the  bombings  against  U.S.  Marine 
barracks  in  Beirut  in  1983.  While  his  ideology  inspired  numerous  attacks,  the  first 
opportunity  the  forces  under  his  direct  control  took  to  attack  U.S.  forces  was  against 
troops  preparing  to  deploy  to  Somalia  and  provide  humanitarian  assistance.  While  this 
direct  attack  was  a  failure,  he  had  also  aided  Somali  warlords  to  “bloody  the  U.S.’s 
nose.”  Just  as  he  thought,  American  troops  were  withdrawn. 

Bin  Laden  was  able  to  conduct  successful  attacks  against  the  U.S.  Embassies  in 
Kenya  and  Tanzania  in  the  hope  he  could  inflict  enough  damage  to  drive  out  the  U.S. 
forces.  Alternatively,  he  thought  he  could  draw  the  U.S.  into  a  prolonged  conflict  in 
Afghanistan,  where  he  fled  after  Sudan,  and  defeat  the  empirical  infidel  forces  similar  to 
the  way  he  defeated  the  Soviets.  He  got  neither  -  the  U.S.  response  to  the  embassies  was 
very  “sterile”  in  the  form  of  TEAM  strikes  to  both  Sudan  and  Afghanistan. 

He  needed  a  bigger  target,  perhaps  a  military  target.  The  USS  Cole  docked  in 
Aden,  Yemen  was  the  type  of  military  target  he  sought  -  and  he  found  it.  Once  again. 

Bin  Laden  did  not  get  the  U.S.  response  he  desired.  This  time,  there  were  no  missile 
strikes,  no  troops  deployed,  and  the  U.S.  presence  remained  in  the  Muslim  holy  land.  He 
had  miscalculated  the  timing  of  the  attack:  by  the  time  conclusive  evidence  was  collected, 
there  was  a  transition  in  the  U.S.  administration  and  the  decision  was  made  that  the 
opportune  time  for  retaliation  had  passed. 

What  would  it  take  to  drive  “the  infidels”  out  of  his  beloved  Saudi  Arabia  and 
provoke  such  a  response  so  that  he  could  humiliate  the  United  States  for  the  whole 
Islamic  world  to  see? 

The  chain  was  completed  on  September  11,  2001. 
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CHAPTER  7:  Conclusion 


“War  involves  a  train  of  unforeseen  and  unsupported  circumstances  that 
no  human  wisdom  could  calculate  the  end.” 


-  Thomas  Paine^'^ 

“Bin  Laden  has  publicly  outlined  his  military  plans  and  intentions  with 
precision.  Despite  the  warfare  that  has  now  reached  U.S.  soil,  most 
Americans  still  have  paid  little  heed  to  his  words.” 

-  Anonymous^^"^ 


As  outlined  in  this  thesis,  a  chain  of  events  that  began  long  ago  was  finally 
completed  on  September  11,  2001,  with  the  terrorist  attacks  on  the  World  Trade  Center 
and  the  Pentagon.  Were  there  opportunities  to  break  the  chain?  Absolutely;  as 
previously  discussed,  many  of  the  links  in  the  chain  were  forged  during  Operations 
Desert  Shield  and  Desert  Storm  and  could  have  been  fabricated  differently. 

Is  it  certain  that  minor  modifications  to  the  chain  would  have  broken  the  sequence 
of  events?  Absolutely  not;  there  are  too  many  interacting  variables  to  be  able  to  point  to 
any  one,  or  several  events,  and  determine  with  certainty  the  end  result  would  have  been 
different. 

Almost  two  decades  later,  have  we  mitigated  the  effects  of  poor  decisions  made 

during  Operations  Desert  Shield  and  Desert  Storm  in  the  opening  five  years  following 

September  11,  2001?  Probably  not.  As  Steve  Yetiv  prophetically  said  in  his  book  The 

Persian  Gulf  Crisis  printed  in  1997^'^, 

“. .  .the  full  impact  of  the  Persian  Gulf  War  has  not  yet  been  felt.  Like  any 
major  event,  its  effects  will  continue  to  spiral  through  history,  producing 
additional  consequences  and  perhaps  significant  developments.  This  is 


Flavin,  111. 
Anonymous,  4. 
Yetiv,  135. 


75 


inevitable;  it  is  the  nature  of  politics,  of  time,  of  history.  And  we  can  only 
wait  for  time  to  tell  us  the  rest  of  the  take  that  has  unfolded  in  the  sands  of 
Arabia.” 

However,  we  cannot  just  look  through  the  lens  of  a  post-Desert  Storm  political 

landscape.  We  have  to  look  at  the  grievances  Osama  Bin  Laden  had  against  the  United 

States  and  its  Coalition  partners.  Some  experts  say  that  part  is  easy: 

“There  has  been  much  talk  and  analysis  directed  at  determining  what 
motivates  terrorists.  Finding  the  answer  is  simple  -  listen  to  what  the 
terrorists  have  to  say  .” 

Once  those  grievances  have  been  identified,  and  validated  through  such 
documents  as  the  1996  Declaration  of  War  Against  the  United  States  and  the  1998  fatwa 
by  Osama  Bin  Laden,  it  is  the  duty  of  military  and  political  professionals  to  trace  the  root 
causes  back  through  time  in  an  effort  to  find  what  actions  along  the  way  could  have 
produced  the  conditions  for  instability  and  perhaps  sowed  the  seeds  of  future  conflict. 

History  is  replete  with  examples  of  similar  conditions  from  the  past  echoing 
through  time,  just  waiting  for  the  current  generation  to  take  the  lessons  our  ancestors 
learned  the  hard  way  and  apply  it  to  an  impending  crisis.  While  history  does  not  repeat 
itself  in  detail,  there  are  often  enough  similarities  where  those  in  the  present  can  apply  the 
lessons  learned  from  the  past. 

The  thread  from  Desert  Storm  and  the  Safwan  Cease  Fire  to  the  terrorist  attacks  of 
September  11,  2001,  is  no  different.  Numerous  parallels  can  be  drawn  to  the  conclusion 
of  World  War  I  leading  into  World  War  IT  Noted  World  War  historian  Stephen  Ambrose 
said, 

“The  seeds  of  World  War  II  in  Europe  were  planted  in  the  harsh  Treaty  of 
Versailles,  which  ended  World  War  1. .  .Unfortunately  the  Treaty  of 
Versailles  made  a  lot  of  Germans  angry.  One  man  in  particular,  Adolf 

Piszkiewicz,  127. 
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Hitler,  leader  of  the  National  Soeialist  Party,  used  this  nationwide 
resentment  to  bring  himself  to  power.  He  promised  to  make  Germany 

9  1  7 

strong  again...  ” 

When  applying  Ambrose’s  assessment  of  World  War  II  to  this  ease  study,  the 
parallels  quiekly  beeome  apparent: 

-  Mueh  like  the  Treaty  of  Versailles,  the  Safwan  Aeeords,  in  eonjunetion 
with  ineoherent  U.S.  objeetives  in  Iraq,  set  the  eonditions  for  a  long-term 
U.S.  presenee  on  the  Saudi  Arabian  Peninsula  to  support  Operation 
Southern  Wateh. 

-  The  long  term  presenee  of  U.S.  forees  in  Saudi  Arabia  angered  many 
Islamie  militants,  to  inelude  Osama  Bin  Laden.  Bin  Laden  rose  to  power 
vowing  to  strengthen,  or  purify,  Islam  by  driving  the  infidels  away  from 
the  land  of  the  two  holy  plaees,  similar  to  Adolf  Hitler’s  rise  to  power  and 
deelaration  to  strengthen  Germany. 

Why  is  it  important  to  analyze  the  infinite  number  of  ripples  aeross  the  pond  of 
history  and  serutinize  how  they  internet?  It  is  imperative  so  when  military  professionals 
see  U.S.  Presidents  pronounee,  “I  pledge  to  you:  there  will  not  be  any  murky  ending  ,” 
like  President  George  H.W.  Bush  deelared  in  November  1990  when  diseussing  Operation 
Desert  Storm,  planners  ean  set  the  eonditions  for  enduring  peaee  and  long-term  stability 
that  will  not  ultimately  lead  to  a  global  eonfliet  destined  to  span  generations. 


Stephen  E.  Ambrose,  The  Good  Fight:  Flow  World  War  II  Was  Won  (New  York:  Simon  and  Sehuster, 

2001),  6. 
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Appendix  A:  Complete  Text  of  the  1996  Declaration  of  War 

Osama  Bin  Laden  "Declaration  of  War  against  the  Americans  Occupying  the  Land 
of  the  Two  Holy  Places"  1996 

Our  youths  believe  in  paradise  after  death.  They  believe  that  taking  part  in  fighting  will 
not  bring  their  day  nearer;  and  staying  behind  will  not  postpone  their  day  either.  Exalted 
be  to  Allah  who  said:  {And  a  soul  will  not  die  but  with  the  permission  of  Allah,  the  term 
is  fixed}  (Aal  Imraan;  3:145).  Our  youths  believe  in  the  saying  of  the  messenger  of  Allah 
(Allah's  Blessings  and  Salutations  may  be  on  him):  "O  boy,  I  teaeh  a  few  words;  guard 
(guard  the  eause  of,  keep  the  eommandments  of)  Allah,  then  He  guards  you,  guard  (the 
eause  of  )  Allah,  then  He  will  be  with  you;  if  you  ask  (for  your  need)  ask  Allah,  if  you 
seek  assistanee,  seek  Allah's;  and  know  definitely  that  if  the  Whole  World  gathered  to 
(bestow)  profit  on  you  they  will  not  profit  you  exeept  with  what  was  determined  for  you 
by  Allah,  and  if  they  gathered  to  harm  you  they  will  not  harm  you  exeept  with  what  has 
been  determined  for  you  by  Allah;  Pen  lifted,  papers  dried,  it  is  fixed  nothing  in  these 
truths  ean  be  ehanged"  Saheeh  Al-Jame'  As-Sagheer.  Our  youths  took  note  of  the 
meaning  of  the  poetie  verse: 

"if  death  is  a  predetermined  must,  then  it  is  a  shame  to  die  eowardly." 
and  the  other  poet  saying: 

"Who  do  not  die  by  the  sword  will  die  for  other  reasons;  many  eauses  are  there  but  one 
death". 

These  youths  believe  in  what  has  been  told  by  Allah  and  His  messenger  (Allah's 
Blessings  and  Salutations  may  be  on  him)  about  the  greatness  of  the  reward  for  the 
Mujahideen  and  Martyrs;  Allah,  the  most  exalted  said:  {and  -so  far-  those  who  are  slain 
in  the  way  of  Allah,  He  will  by  no  means  allow  their  deeds  to  perish.  He  will  guide 
them  and  improve  their  eondition  and  eause  them  to  enter  the  garden  -paradise-  whieh 
He  has  made  known  to  them}.  (Muhammad;  47:4-6).  Allah  the  Exalted  also  said:  {and 
do  not  speak  of  those  who  are  slain  in  Allah's  way  as  dead;  nay  -they  are-  alive,  but  you 
do  notpereeive}  (Bagarah;  2:154).  His  messenger  (Allah's  Blessings  and  Salutations 
may  be  on  him)  said:  "for  those  who  strive  in  His  eause  Allah  prepared  hundred  degrees 
(levels)  in  paradise;  in-between  two  degrees  as  the  in-between  heaven  and  earth". 
Saheeh  Al-Jame'  As-Sagheer.  He  (Allah's  Blessings  and  Salutations  may  be  on  him) 
also  said:  "the  best  of  the  martyrs  are  those  who  do  NOT  turn  their  faees  away  from  the 
battle  till  they  are  killed.  They  are  in  the  high  level  of  Jannah  (paradise).  Their  Eord 
laughs  to  them  (in  pleasure)  and  when  your  Eord  laughs  to  a  slave  of  His,  He  will  not 
hold  him  to  an  aeeount".  Narrated  by  Ahmad  with  eorreet  and  trustworthy  referenee. 
And  :  "a  martyr  will  not  feel  the  pain  of  death  exeept  like  how  you  feel  when  you  are 
pinehed".  Saheeh  Al-Jame'  As-Sagheer.  He  also  said  :  "a  martyr  privileges  are 
guaranteed  by  Allah;  forgiveness  with  the  first  gush  of  his  blood,  he  will  be  shown  his 
seat  in  paradise,  he  will  be  deeorated  with  the  jewels  of  belief  (Imaan),  married  off  to 
the  beautiful  ones,  proteeted  from  the  test  in  the  grave,  assured  seeurity  in  the  day  of 
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judgment,  crowned  with  the  crown  of  dignity,  a  ruby  of  which  is  better  than  this  whole 
world  (Duniah)  and  its'  entire  content,  wedded  to  seventy  two  of  the  pure  Houries 
(beautiful  ones  of  Paradise)  and  his  intercession  on  the  behalf  of  seventy  of  his  relatives 
will  be  accepted".  Narrated  by  Ahmad  and  At-Tirmithi  (with  the  correct  and  trustworthy 
reference). 

Those  youths  know  that  their  rewards  in  fighting  you,  the  USA,  is  double  than  their 
rewards  in  fighting  some  one  else  not  from  the  people  of  the  book.  They  have  no 
intention  except  to  enter  paradise  by  killing  you.  An  infidel,  and  enemy  of  God  like  you, 
cannot  be  in  the  same  hell  with  his  righteous  executioner. 

Our  youths  chanting  and  reciting  the  word  of  Allah,  the  most  exalted:  {fight  them;  Allah 
will  punish  them  by  your  hands  and  bring  them  to  disgrace,  and  assist  you  against  them 
and  heal  the  heart  of  a  believing  people}  (At-Taubah;  9:14)  and  the  words  of  the 
prophet  (ALLAH'S  BLESSING  AND  SALUTATIONS  ON  HIM):  "I  swear  by  Him, 
who  has  my  soul  in  His  hand,  that  no  man  get  killed  fighting  them  today,  patiently 
attacking  and  not  retreating  , surely  Allah  will  let  him  into  paradise".  And  his  (Allah's 
Blessings  and  Salutations  may  be  on  him)  saying  to  them:  "get  up  to  a  paradise  as  wide 
as  heaven  and  earth". 

The  youths  also  reciting  the  All  Mighty  words  of:  {so  when  you  meet  in  battle  those 
who  disbelieve,  then  smite  the  necks . }  (Muhammad;  47:19). 

Those  youths  will  not  ask  you  (William  Perry)  for  explanations,  they  will  tell  you 
singing  there  is  nothing  between  us  need  to  be  explained,  there  is  only  killing  and  neck 
smiting. 

And  they  will  say  to  you  what  their  grand  father,  Haroon  Ar-Rasheed,  Ameer-ul- 
Mu'meneen,  replied  to  your  grandfather,  Nagfoor,  the  Byzantine  emperor,  when  he 
threatened  the  Muslims:  "from  Haroon  Ar-Rasheed,  Ameer-ul-Mu'meneen,  to  Nagfoor, 
the  dog  of  the  Romans;  the  answer  is  what  you  will  see  not  what  you  hear".  Haroon  El- 
Rasheed  led  the  armies  of  Islam  to  the  battle  and  handed  Nagfoor  a  devastating  defeat. 

The  youths  you  called  cowards  are  competing  among  themselves  for  fighting  and  killing 
you  reciting  what  one  of  them  said: 

The  crusader  army  became  dust  when  we  detonated  al-Khobar  With  courageous  youth 
of  Islam  fearing  no  danger  If  (they  are)  threatened:  The  tyrants  will  kill  you,  they  reply 
my  death  is  a  victory  I  did  not  betrayed  that  king,  he  did  betray  our  Qiblah  and  he 
permitted  in  the  holy  country  the  most  filthy  sort  of  humans.  I  have  made  an  oath  by 
Allah,  the  Great,  to  fight  who  ever  rejected  the  faith. 

Eor  more  than  a  decade,  they  carried  arms  on  their  shoulders  in  Afghanistan  and  they 
have  made  vows  to  Allah  that  as  long  as  they  are  alive,  they  will  continue  to  carry  arms 
against  you  until  you  are  -Allah  willing-  expelled,  defeated  and  humiliated.  They  will 
carry  on  as  long  as  they  live  saying: 
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O  William,  tomorrow  you  will  know  which  young  man  is  confronting  your  misguided 
brethren!  A  youth  fighting  in  smile,  returning  with  the  spear  eolored  red. 

May  Allah  keep  me  elose  to  knights,  humans  in  peaee,  demons  in  war.  Lions  in  jungle 
but  their  teeth  are  spears  and  Indian  swords.  The  horses  witness  that  I  push  them  hard 
forwarded  in  the  fire  of  battle.  The  dust  of  the  battle  bears  witnesses  for  me,  so  also  the 
fighting  itself,  the  pens  and  the  books! 

So  to  abuse  the  grandsons  of  the  eompanions,  may  Allah  be  pleased  with  them,  by 
ealling  them  eowards  and  ehallenging  them  by  refusing  to  leave  the  land  of  the  two 
Holy  Plaees  shows  the  insanity  and  the  imbalanee  you  are  suffering  from.  It’s 
appropriate  'remedy,  however,  is  in  the  hands  of  the  youths  of  Islam,  as  the  poet  said: 

I  am  willing  to  saerifiee  self  and  wealth  for  knights  who  never  disappointed  me  Knights 
who  are  never  fed  up  or  deterred  by  death,  even  if  the  mill  of  war  turns  In  the  heat  of 
battle  they  do  not  eare,  and  eure  the  insanity  of  the  enemy  by  their  'insane'  eourage. 

Terrorizing  you,  while  you  are  earrying  arms  on  our  land,  is  a  legitimate  and  morally 
demanded  duty.  It  is  a  legitimate  right  well  known  to  all  humans  and  other  ereatures. 
Your  example  and  our  example  is  like  a  snake  whieh  entered  into  a  house  of  a  man  and 
got  killed  by  him.  The  eoward  is  the  one  who  lets  you  walk,  while  earrying  arms,  freely 
on  his  land  and  provides  you  with  peaee  and  seeurity. 

Those  youths  are  different  from  your  soldiers.  Your  problem  will  be  how  to  eonvinee 
your  troops  to  fight,  while  our  problem  will  be  how  to  restrain  our  youths  to  wait  for 
their  turn  in  fighting  and  in  operations.  These  youths  are  worthy  of  eommendation  and 
praise.  They  stood  up  tall  to  defend  the  religion;  at  the  time  when  the  government 
misled  the  prominent  seholars  and  trieked  them  into  issuing  Fatwas  (that  have  no  basis 
neither  in  the  book  of  Allah,  nor  in  the  Sunnah  of  His  prophet  (Allah's  Blessings  and 
Salutations  may  be  on  him))  of  opening  the  land  of  the  two  Holy  Plaees  for  the 
Christians  armies  and  handing  the  Al-Aqsa  Mosque  to  the  Zionists.  Twisting  the 
meanings  of  the  holy  text  will  not  ehange  this  faet  at  all.  They  deserve  the  praise  of  the 
poet: 

I  rejeeted  all  the  erities,  who  ehose  the  wrong  way  I  rejeeted  those  who  enjoy  fireplaees 
in  elubs  diseussing  eternally.  I  rejeeted  those,  who  in  spite  of  being  lost,  think  they  are 
at  the  goal,  I  respeet  those  who  earried  on  not  asking  or  bothering  about  the  diffieulties, 
never  letting  up  from  their  goals,  despite  all  hardships  of  the  road,  whose  blood  is  the  oil 
for  the  flame  guiding  in  the  darkness  of  eonfusion.  I  feel  still  the  pain  of  (the  loss)  Al- 
Quds  in  my  internal  organs.  That  loss  is  like  a  burning  fire  in  my  intestines  I  did  not 
betray  my  eovenant  with  God,  when  even  states  did  betray  it! 

As  their  grandfather  Assim  Bin  Thabit  said  rejeeting  a  surrender  offer  of  the  pagans: 
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"What  for  an  excuse  I  had  to  surrender,  while  I  am  still  able,  having  arrows  and  my  bow 
having  a  tough  string?!  Death  is  truth  and  ultimate  destiny,  and  life  will  end  any  way.  If 
I  do  not  fight  you,  then  my  mother  must  be  insane!" 

The  youths  hold  you  responsible  for  all  of  the  killings  and  evictions  of  the  Muslims  and 
the  violation  of  the  sanctities,  carried  out  by  your  Zionist  brothers  in  Lebanon;  you 
openly  supplied  them  with  arms  and  finance.  More  than  600,000  Iraqi  children  have 
died  due  to  lack  of  food  and  medicine  and  as  a  result  of  the  unjustifiable  aggression 
(sanction)  imposed  on  Iraq  and  its  nation.  The  children  of  Iraq  are  our  children.  You,  the 
USA,  together  with  the  Saudi  regime  are  responsible  for  the  shedding  of  the  blood  of 
these  innocent  children.  Due  to  all  of  that,  what  ever  treaty  you  have  with  our  country  is 
now  null  and  void.  The  treaty  of  Hudaybiyyah  was  cancelled  by  the  messenger  of  Allah 
(Allah's  Blessings  and  Salutations  may  be  on  him)  once  Quraysh  had  assisted  Bani  Bakr 
against  Khusa'ah  ,  the  allies  of  the  prophet  (Allah's  Blessings  and  Salutations  may  be  on 
him).  The  prophet  (Allah's  Blessings  and  Salutations  may  be  on  him)  fought  Quraysh 
and  concurred  Makka.  He  (Allah's  Blessings  and  Salutations  may  be  on  him)  considered 
the  treaty  with  Bani  Qainuqa'  void  because  one  of  their  Jews  publicly  hurt  one  Muslim 
woman,  one  single  woman,  at  the  market.  Let  alone  then,  the  killing  you  caused  to 
hundred  of  thousands  Muslims  and  occupying  their  sanctities.  It  is  now  clear  that  those 
who  claim  that  the  blood  of  the  American  solders  (the  enemy  occupying  the  land  of  the 
Muslims)  should  be  protected  are  merely  repeating  what  is  imposed  on  them  by  the 
regime;  fearing  the  aggression  and  interested  in  saving  themselves.  It  is  a  duty  now  on 
every  tribe  in  the  Arab  Peninsula  to  fight.  Jihad,  in  the  cause  of  Allah  and  to  cleanse  the 
land  from  those  occupiers.  Allah  knows  that  there  blood  is  permitted  (to  be  spilled)  and 
their  wealth  is  a  booty;  their  wealth  is  a  booty  to  those  who  kill  them.  The  most  Exalted 
said  in  the  verse  of  As-Sayef,  The  Sword:  {so  when  the  sacred  months  have  passed 
away,  then  slay  the  idolaters  where  ever  you  find  them,  and  take  them  captives  and 
besiege  them  and  lie  in  wait  for  them  in  every  ambush}  (At-Tauba;  9:5).  Our  youths 
knew  that  the  humiliation  suffered  by  the  Muslims  as  a  result  of  the  occupation  of  their 
sanctities  can  not  be  kicked  and  removed  except  by  explosions  and  Jihad.  As  the  poet 
said: 

The  walls  of  oppression  and  humiliation  cannot  be  demolished  except  in  a  rain  of 
bullets.  The  freeman  does  not  surrender  leadership  to  infidels  and  sinners  without 
shedding  blood  no  degradation  and  branding  can  be  removed  from  the  forehead. 

I  remind  the  youths  of  the  Islamic  world,  who  fought  in  Afghanistan  and  Bosnia- 
Herzegovina  with  their  wealth,  pens,  tongues  and  themselves  that  the  battle  had  not 
finished  yet.  I  remind  them  about  the  talk  between  Jibreel  (Gabriel)  and  the  messenger 
of  Allah  (Allah's  Blessings  and  Salutations  may  be  on  both  of  them)  after  the  battle  of 
Ahzab  when  the  messenger  of  Allah  (Allah's  Blessings  and  Salutations  may  be  on  him) 
returned  to  Medina  and  before  putting  his  sword  aside;  when  Jibreel  (Allah's  Blessings 
and  Salutations  may  be  on  him)  descend  saying:  "are  you  putting  your  sword  aside?  by 
Allah  the  angels  haven't  dropped  their  arms  yet;  march  with  your  companions  to  Bani 
Quraydah,  I  am  (going)  ahead  of  you  to  throw  fears  in  their  hearts  and  to  shake  their 
fortresses  on  them."  Jibreel  marched  with  the  angels  (Allah's  Blessings  and  Salutations 
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may  be  on  them  all),  followed  by  the  messenger  of  Allah  (Allah's  Blessings  and 
Salutations  may  be  on  him)  marehing  with  the  immigrants,  Muhajeroon,  and  supporters, 
Ansar,  (narrated  by  Al-Bukhary). 

These  youths  know  that:  if  one  is  not  to  be  killed  one  will  die  (anyway)  and  the  most 
honourable  death  is  to  be  killed  in  the  way  of  Allah.  They  are  even  more  determined 
after  the  martyrdom  of  the  four  heroes  who  bombed  the  Amerieans  in  Riyadh.  Those 
youths  who  raised  high  the  head  of  the  Ummah  and  humiliated  the  Americans-the 
oeeupier-  by  their  operation  in  Riyadh.  They  remember  the  poetry  of  Ja'far,  the  second 
commander  in  the  battle  of  Mu'tah,  in  which  three  thousand  Muslims  faced  over  a 
hundred  thousand  Romans: 

How  good  is  the  Paradise  and  its  nearness,  good  with  cool  drink.  But  the  Romans  are 
promised  punishment  (in  Hell),  if  I  meet  them  I  will  fight  them. 

And  the  poetry  of  Abdullah  Bin  Rawaha,  the  third  commander  in  the  battle  of  Mu'tah, 
after  the  martyrdom  of  Ja'far,  when  he  felt  some  hesitation: 

O  my  soul  if  you  do  not  get  killed,  you  are  going  to  die,  anyway.  This  is  death  pool  in 
front  of  you!  You  are  getting  what  you  have  wished  for  (martyrdom)  before,  and  you 
follow  the  example  of  the  two  previous  commanders  you  are  rightly  guided! 

As  for  our  daughters,  wives,  sisters  and  mothers,  they  should  take  prime  example  from 
the  prophet  (Allah's  Blessings  and  Salutations  may  be  on  him)  pious  female 
companions,  may  Allah  be  pleased  with  them;  they  should  adopt  the  life  style  (Seerah) 
of  the  female  companions  of  courage,  sacrifice  and  generosity  in  the  cause  of  the 
supremacy  of  Allah's  religion.  They  should  remember  the  courage  and  the  personality  of 
Fatima,  daughter  of  Khatab,  when  she  accepted  Islam  and  stood  up  in  front  of  her 
brother,  Omar  Ibn  Al-Khatab  and  challenged  him  (before  he  became  a  Muslim)  saying: 
"O  Omar  ,  what  will  you  do  if  the  truth  is  not  in  your  religion?!" 

And  to  remember  the  stand  of  Asma',  daughter  of  Abu  Bakr,  on  the  day  of  Hijra,  when 
she  attended  the  Messenger  and  his  companion  in  the  cave  and  split  her  belt  in  two 
pieces  for  them.  And  to  remember  the  stand  of  Naseeba  Bent  Ka'b  striving  to  defend  the 
messenger  of  Allah  (Allah's  Blessings  and  Salutations  may  be  on  him)  on  the  day  of 
Uhud,  in  which  she  suffered  twelve  injuries,  one  of  which  was  so  deep  leaving  a  deep 
lifelong  scar!  They  should  remember  the  generosity  of  the  early  woman  of  Islam  who 
raised  finance  for  the  Muslims  army  by  selling  their  jewelry.  Our  women  had  set  a 
tremendous  example  of  generosity  in  the  cause  of  Allah;  they  motivated  and  encouraged 
their  sons,  brothers  and  husbands  to  fight-  in  the  cause  of  Allah-  in  Afghanistan,  Bosnia- 
Herzegovina,  Chechnya  and  in  other  countries.  We  ask  Allah  to  accept  from  them  these 
deeds,  and  may  He  help  their  fathers,  brothers,  husbands  and  sons.  May  Allah 
strengthen  the  belief  -  Imaan  -  of  our  women  in  the  way  of  generosity  and  sacrifice  for 
the  supremacy  of  the  word  of  Allah.  Our  women  weep  not,  except  over  men  who  fight 
in  the  cause  of  Allah;  our  women  instigate  their  brothers  to  fight  in  the  cause  of  Allah. 
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Our  women  bemoan  only  fighters  in  the  eause  of  Allah,  as  said: 

Do  not  moan  on  any  one  exeept  a  lion  in  the  woods,  courageous  in  the  burning  wars  Let 
me  die  dignified  in  wars,  honorable  death  is  better  than  my  current  life 

Our  women  encourage  to  Jihad  saying: 

Prepare  yourself  like  a  straggler;  the  matter  is  bigger  than  words!  Are  you  going  to 
leave  us  else  for  the  wolves  of  Kufr  eating  our  wings?!  The  wolves  of  Kufir  are 
mobilizing  all  evil  persons  from  every  where!  Where  are  the  freemen  defending  free 
women  by  the  arms?!  Death  is  better  than  life  in  humiliation!  Some  scandals  and 
shames  will  never  be  otherwise  eradicated. 

My  Muslim  Brothers  of  the  World: 

Your  brothers  in  Palestine  and  in  the  land  of  the  two  Holy  Places  are  calling  upon  your 
help  and  asking  you  to  take  part  in  fighting  against  the  enemy  -your  enemy  and  their 
enemy-  the  Americans  and  the  Israelis.  They  are  asking  you  to  do  whatever  you  can, 
with  your  own  means  and  ability,  to  expel  the  enemy,  humiliated  and  defeated,  out  of 
the  sanctities  of  Islam.  Exalted  be  to  Allah  said  in  His  book:  {and  if  they  ask  your 
support,  because  they  are  oppressed  in  their  faith,  then  support  them!}  (Anfaal;  8:72) 

O  you  horses  (soldiers)  of  Allah  ride  and  march  on.  This  is  the  time  of  hardship  so  be 
tough.  And  know  that  your  gathering  and  co-operation  in  order  to  liberate  the  sanctities 
of  Islam  is  the  right  step  toward  unifying  the  word  of  the  Ummah  under  the  banner  of 
"No  God  but  Allah" ). 

From  our  place  we  raise  our  palms  humbly  to  Allah  asking  Him  to  bestow  on  us  His 
guide  in  every  aspects  of  this  issue.  Our  Lord,  we  ask  you  to  secure  the  release  of  the 
truthful  scholars,  Ulama,  of  Islam  and  pious  youths  of  the  Ummah  from  their 
imprisonment.  O  Allah,  strengthen  them  and  help  their  families. 

Our  Lord,  the  people  of  the  cross  had  come  with  their  horses  (soldiers)  and  occupied  the 
land  of  the  two  Holy  places.  And  the  Zionist  Jews  fiddling  as  they  wish  with  the  Al- 
Aqsa  Mosque,  the  route  of  the  ascendance  of  the  messenger  of  Allah  (ALLAH'S 
BLESSING  AND  SALUTATIONS  ON  HIM).  Our  Lord,  shatter  their  gathering,  divide 
them  among  themselves,  shaken  the  earth  under  their  feet  and  give  us  control  over 
them;  Our  Lord,  we  take  refuge  in  you  from  their  deeds  and  take  you  as  a  shield 
between  us  and  them  Our  Lord,  show  us  a  black  day  in  them!  Our  Lord,  show  us  the 
wonderment  of  your  ability  in  them!  Our  Lord,  You  are  the  Revealer  of  the  book. 
Director  of  the  clouds.  You  defeated  the  allies  (Ahzab);  defeat  them  and  make  us 
victorious  over  them.  Our  Lord,  You  are  the  one  who  help  us  and  You  are  the  one  who 
assist  us,  with  Your  Power  we  move  and  by  Your  Power  we  fight.  On  You  we  rely  and 
You  are  our  cause.  Our  Lord,  those  youths  got  together  to  make  Your  religion  victorious 
and  raise  Your  banner.  Our  Lord,  send  them  Your  help  and  strengthen  their  hearts.  Our 
Lord,  make  the  youths  of  Islam  steadfast  and  descend  patience  on  them  and  guide  their 
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shots!  Our  Lord,  unify  the  Muslims  and  bestow  love  among  their  hearts!  Our  Lord,  pour 
down  upon  us  patienee,  and  make  our  steps  firm  and  assist  us  against  the  unbelieving 
people!  Our  Lord,  do  not  lay  on  us  a  burden  as  Thou  didst  lay  on  those  before  us;  Our 
Lord,  do  not  impose  upon  us  that  whieh  we  have  no  strength  to  bear;  and  pardon  us  and 
grant  us  proteetion  and  have  merey  on  us.  Thou  art  our  patron,  so  help  us  against  the 
unbelieving  people.  Our  Lord,  guide  this  Ummah,  and  make  the  right  eonditions  (by 
whieh)  the  people  of  your  obedienee  will  be  in  dignity  and  the  people  of  disobedienee  in 
humiliation,  and  by  whieh  the  good  deeds  are  enjoined  and  the  bad  deeds  are  forebode. 
Our  Lord,  bless  Muhammad,  Your  slave  and  messenger,  his  family  and  deseendants, 
and  eompanions  and  salute  him  with  a  (beeoming)  salutation.  And  our  last  supplieation 
is:  All  praise  is  due  to  Allah. 
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Appendix  B:  Complete  Text  of  the  1998  Fatwa 

Praise  be  to  God,  who  revealed  the  Book,  eontrols  the  elouds,  defeats  faetionalism,  and 
says  in  His  Book:  "But  when  the  forbidden  months  are  past,  then  fight  and  slay  the 
pagans  wherever  ye  find  them,  seize  them,  beleaguer  them,  and  lie  in  wait  for  them  in 
every  stratagem  (of  war)";  and  peaee  be  upon  our  Prophet,  Muhammad  Bin-' Abdallah, 
who  said:  I  have  been  sent  with  the  sword  between  my  hands  to  ensure  that  no  one  but 
God  is  worshipped,  God  who  put  my  livelihood  under  the  shadow  of  my  spear  and  who 
inflicts  humiliation  and  scorn  on  those  who  disobey  my  orders. 

The  Arabian  Peninsula  has  never  —  since  God  made  it  flat,  created  its  desert,  and 
encircled  it  with  seas  —  been  stormed  by  any  forces  like  the  crusader  armies  spreading  in 
it  like  locusts,  eating  its  riches  and  wiping  out  its  plantations.  All  this  is  happening  at  a 
time  in  which  nations  are  attacking  Muslims  like  people  fighting  over  a  plate  of  food.  In 
the  light  of  the  grave  situation  and  the  lack  of  support,  we  and  you  are  obliged  to  discuss 
current  events,  and  we  should  all  agree  on  how  to  settle  the  matter. 

No  one  argues  today  about  three  facts  that  are  known  to  everyone;  we  will  list  them,  in 
order  to  remind  everyone: 

First,  for  over  seven  years  the  United  States  has  been  occupying  the  lands  of  Islam  in  the 
holiest  of  places,  the  Arabian  Peninsula,  plundering  its  riches,  dictating  to  its  rulers, 
humiliating  its  people,  terrorizing  its  neighbors,  and  turning  its  bases  in  the  Peninsula  into 
a  spearhead  through  which  to  fight  the  neighboring  Muslim  peoples. 

If  some  people  have  in  the  past  argued  about  the  fact  of  the  occupation,  all  the  people  of 
the  Peninsula  have  now  acknowledged  it.  The  best  proof  of  this  is  the  Americans' 
continuing  aggression  against  the  Iraqi  people  using  the  Peninsula  as  a  staging  post,  even 
though  all  its  rulers  are  against  their  territories  being  used  to  that  end,  but  they  are 
helpless. 

Second,  despite  the  great  devastation  inflicted  on  the  Iraqi  people  by  the  crusader-Zionist 
alliance,  and  despite  the  huge  number  of  those  killed,  which  has  exceeded  1  million... 
despite  all  this,  the  Americans  are  once  against  trying  to  repeat  the  horrific  massacres,  as 
though  they  are  not  content  with  the  protracted  blockade  imposed  after  the  ferocious  war 
or  the  fragmentation  and  devastation. 

So  here  they  come  to  annihilate  what  is  left  of  this  people  and  to  humiliate  their  Muslim 
neighbors.  Third,  if  the  Americans'  aims  behind  these  wars  are  religious  and  economic, 
the  aim  is  also  to  serve  the  Jews'  petty  state  and  divert  attention  from  its  occupation  of 
Jerusalem  and  murder  of  Muslims  there.  The  best  proof  of  this  is  their  eagerness  to 
destroy  Iraq,  the  strongest  neighboring  Arab  state,  and  their  endeavor  to  fragment  all  the 
states  of  the  region  such  as  Iraq,  Saudi  Arabia,  Egypt,  and  Sudan  into  paper  statelets  and 
through  their  disunion  and  weakness  to  guarantee  Israel's  survival  and  the  continuation  of 
the  brutal  crusade  occupation  of  the  Peninsula. 
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All  these  erimes  and  sins  eommitted  by  the  Amerieans  are  a  elear  deelaration  of  war  on 
God,  his  messenger,  and  Muslims.  And  ulema  have  throughout  Islamie  history 
unanimously  agreed  that  the  jihad  is  an  individual  duty  if  the  enemy  destroys  the  Muslim 
eountries.  This  was  revealed  by  Imam  Bin-Qadamah  in  "Al-  Mughni,"  Imam  al-Kisa'i  in 
"Al-Bada'i,"  al-Qurtubi  in  his  interpretation,  and  the  shaykh  of  al-Islam  in  his  books, 
where  he  said:  "As  for  the  fighting  to  repulse  [an  enemy],  it  is  aimed  at  defending 
sanetity  and  religion,  and  it  is  a  duty  as  agreed  [by  the  ulema].  Nothing  is  more  saered 
than  belief  exeept  repulsing  an  enemy  who  is  attaeking  religion  and  life."  On  that  basis, 
and  in  eomplianee  with  God's  order,  we  issue  the  following  fatwa  to  all  Muslims: 

The  ruling  to  kill  the  Amerieans  and  their  allies  —  eivilians  and  military  —  is  an  individual 
duty  for  every  Muslim  who  ean  do  it  in  any  eountry  in  whieh  it  is  possible  to  do  it,  in 
order  to  liberate  the  al-Aqsa  Mosque  and  the  holy  mosque  [Meeea]  from  their  grip,  and  in 
order  for  their  armies  to  move  out  of  all  the  lands  of  Islam,  defeated  and  unable  to 
threaten  any  Muslim.  This  is  in  aeeordanee  with  the  words  of  Almighty  God,  "and  fight 
the  pagans  all  together  as  they  fight  you  all  together,"  and  "fight  them  until  there  is  no 
more  tumult  or  oppression,  and  there  prevail  jus  tie  e  and  faith  in  God." 

This  is  in  addition  to  the  words  of  Almighty  God:  "And  why  should  ye  not  fight  in  the 
eause  of  God  and  of  those  who,  being  weak,  are  ill-treated  (and  oppressed)?  —  women 
and  ehildren,  whose  cry  is:  'Our  Lord,  rescue  us  from  this  town,  whose  people  are 
oppressors;  and  raise  for  us  from  thee  one  who  will  help!"' 

We  —  with  God's  help  —  call  on  every  Muslim  who  believes  in  God  and  wishes  to  be 
rewarded  to  comply  with  God's  order  to  kill  the  Americans  and  plunder  their  money 
wherever  and  whenever  they  find  it.  We  also  call  on  Muslim  ulema,  leaders,  youths,  and 
soldiers  to  launch  the  raid  on  Satan's  U.S.  troops  and  the  devil's  supporters  allying  with 
them,  and  to  displace  those  who  are  behind  them  so  that  they  may  learn  a  lesson. 

Almighty  God  said:  "O  ye  who  believe,  give  your  response  to  God  and  His  Apostle, 
when  He  calleth  you  to  that  which  will  give  you  life.  And  know  that  God  cometh 
between  a  man  and  his  heart,  and  that  it  is  He  to  whom  ye  shall  all  be  gathered." 

Almighty  God  also  says:  "O  ye  who  believe,  what  is  the  matter  with  you,  that  when  ye 
are  asked  to  go  forth  in  the  cause  of  God,  ye  cling  so  heavily  to  the  earth!  Do  ye  prefer 
the  life  of  this  world  to  the  hereafter?  But  little  is  the  comfort  of  this  life,  as  compared 
with  the  hereafter.  Unless  ye  go  forth.  He  will  punish  you  with  a  grievous  penalty,  and 
put  others  in  your  place;  but  Him  ye  would  not  harm  in  the  least.  For  God  hath  power 
over  all  things." 

Almighty  God  also  says:  "So  lose  no  heart,  nor  fall  into  despair.  For  ye  must  gain 
mastery  if  ye  are  true  in  faith." 
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Appendix  C;  National  Security  Directive  45,  August  20, 1990 


Internet  Souree  (aeeessed  January  5,  2008): 

http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/NSAEBB/NSAEBB39/doeument2.pdf 


THE  WHITE  MOUSE 

WASMINOTON 


August  20 f  1990 


national  security  directive  45 


MEMORANDUM  FOR  THE  VICE  PRESIDENT 

THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 

THE  SECRETARY  OF  DEFENSE 

THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL 

THE  SECRETARY  OF  ENERGY 

THE  DIRECTOR  OF  THE  OFFICE  OF 

management  and  budget 

THE  ASSISTANT  TO  THE  PRESIDENT  FOR 
NATIONAL  SECURITY  AFFAIRS 
THE  DIRECTOR  OF  CENTRAL  INTELLIGENCE 
THE  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  JOINT  CHIEFS  OF  STAFF 
THE  DIRECTOR,  UNITED  STATES  ARMS  CONTROL 
AND  DISARMAMENT  AGENCY 

THE  DIRECTOR,  UNITED  STATES  INFORMATION  AGENCY 

SUBJECT:  U.S.  Policy  in  Response  to  the  Iraqi  invasion 

of  Kuwait 


g.S.  Interesta 


U.S.  interests  in  the  Persian  Gulf  are  vital  to  the  national 
security.  These  interests  include  access  to  oil  and  the  security 
and  stability  of  Key  friendly  states  in  the  region.  The  United 
States  will  defend  its  vital  interests  in  the  area,  through  the 
use  of  U.S.  military  force  if  necessary  and  appropriate,  against 
any  power  with  interests  inimical  to  our  own.  The  United  States 
also  will  support  the  individual  and  collective  self-defense  of 
friendly  countries  in  the  area  to  enable  them  to  play  a  more 
active  role  in  their  own  defense.  The  United  States  will 


encourage  the  effective  expressions  of  support  and  the 
participation  of  our  allies  and  other  friendly  states  to  promote 
our  mutual  interests  in  the  Persian  Gulf  region.  (S) 

_ 
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nn  Thiirsdav  August  2,  1990  the  government  of  Iraq,  without 

of warning,  invaded  and  occupied  the  State  of  Kuwait, 

thereby  placing  these  vital  U.S.  interests  at 
principles  will  guide  U.S.  policy  during  this  crisis. 

the  immediate,  complete,  and  unconditional  withdrawal  of  all 
Iraqi  forces  from  Kuwait; 

—  the  restoration  of  Kuwait's  legitimate  government  to  replace 
the  puppet  regime  installed  by  Iraq; 

a  commitment  to  the  security  and  stability  of  the  Persian 
Gulf;  and, 

the  protection  of  the  lives  of  American  citizens  abroad. 

TO  meet  these  principles  and  to  bring  the  crisis  to  an  immediate, 
^ac^ul,  and  just  end,  I  hereby  direct  that  the  following 
diplomatic,  economic,  energy  and  military  measures  be  undertaken. 

Dlol^etic 

The  United  States  will  continue  to  support  the  precepts  of  UNSC 
resolution  660  and  662  condemning  Iraq's  invasion  and  subsequent 
annexation  of  Kuwait  and  calling  for  the  immediate  and 
unconditional  withdrawal  of  Iraqi  forces  i*  our 

Secretary  of  State  should  continue  to  work  bilaterally  with  our 
.llS.  and  friends,  and  In  concert  «ltt.  the  international 
community  through  the  United  Nations  and  other  fo^*'  to  « 

peaceful  solution  to  end  the  Iraqi  occupation  of  Kuwait  and  to 
restore  Kuwait's  legitimate  government, 

Economic 

Consistent  with  my  authority  under  the  ^“ternatlonai  Emergency 
Economic  Powers  Act,  the  National  ^ergencies  Jft,  the  United 
Nations  Participation  Act,  and  section  301  of  title  3  of  <=^5® 
United  States  Code,  the  Executive  Orders  signed  on  August  2  and 
August  9,  1990  freezing  Kuwaiti  and  Iraqi  assets  in  this  country 
and  prohibiting  transactions  with  Iraq  and  Kuwait  remain  in 
force.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  consultation  with  the 
Secretary  of  State,  should  continue  to  take  such  actions, 
including  the  promulgation  of  rules  and  regulations,  as  may  be 
necessary  to  carry  out  the  purposes  of  these  Orders. 

Furthermore,  the  United  States  will  continue  to  support  UNSC 
Resolution  661  imposing  mandatory  economic  sanctions  against  irac 
and  Kuwait  under  Chapter  VII  of  the  United  Nations  Charter.  We 
will  emphasize  individual  and  collective  compliance  with  these 
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sanctions,  but  are  prepared,  if  necessary,  to  enforce  them  in  the 
exercise  of  our  Inherent  right  of  individual  and  collective 
self-defense  under  Article  51  of  the  UN  Charter. 


eaagyy 

The  United  States  now  imports  nearly  half  the  oil  it  consumes 
and,  as  a  result  of  the  current  crisis,  could  face  a  major  threat 
to  its  economy.  Huch  of  the  world  is  even  more  dependent  on 
imported  oil  and  more  vulnerable  to  Iraqi  threats.  To  minimize 
any  Impact  that  oil  flow  reductions  from  Iraq  and  Kuwait  will 
have  on  the  world's  economies,  it  will  be  our  policy  to  asX 
oil-producing  nations  to  do  what  they  can  to  Increase  production 
to  offset  these  losses.  I  also  direct  the  Secretaries  of  State 
and  Energy  to  explore  with  the  member  countries  of  the 
International  Energy  Agency  (lEA)  a  coordinated  drawdown  of 
strategic  petroleum  reserves,  and  implementation  of  complementary 
measures.  I  will  continue  to  ask  the  American  public  to  exercise 
restraint  in  their  own  consumption  of  oil  products.  The 
Secretary  of  Energy  should  work  with  various  sectors  of  the  U.S. 
economy  to  encourage  energy  conservation  and  fuel  switching  to 
non-oil  sources,  where  appropriate  and  economic.  Finally,  I  will 
continue  to  appeal  to  oil  companies  to  show  restraint  in  their 
pricing  of  crude  oil  and  products.  The  Secretary  of  Energy,  as 
appropriate,  should  work  with  oil  companies  in  this  regard, 

Military 

To  protect  U.S.  interests  in  the  Gulf  and  in  response  to  requests 
from  the  King  of  Saudi  Arabia  and  the  Amir  of  Kuwait,  I  have 
ordered  U.S.  military  forces  deployed  to  the  region  for  two 
purposes:  to  deter  and,  if  necessary,  defend  Saudi  Arabia  and 

other  friendly  states  in  the  Gulf  region  from  further  Iraqi 
aggression;  and  to  enforce  the  mandatory  Chapter  7  sanctions 
under  Article  51  of  the  UN  Charter  and  UNSC  Resolutions  660  and 
661.  U.S.  forces  will  work  together  with  those  of  Saudi  Arabia 
and  other  Gulf  countries  to  preserve  their  national  integrity  and 
to  deter  further  Iraqi  aggression.  Through  their  presence,  as 
well  as  through  training  and  exercises,  these  multinational 
forces  will  enhance  the  overall  capability  of  Saudi  Arabia  and 
other  regional  states  to  defend  themselves. 

I  also  approve  U.S.  participation,  in  conjunction  with  the  forces 
of  other  friendly  governments,  in  two  separate  multinational 
forces  that  would  provide  for  the  defense  of  Saudi  Arabia  and 
enforce  the  UN  mandated  sanctions.  These  two  groups  will  be 
called  the  Multinational  Force  for  Saudi  Arabia  (MNFSA)  and  the 
Multinational  Force  to  enforce  sanctions  (MNFES)  against  Iraq  and 
Kuwait.  The  United  States  should  coordinate  closely  with  the 
Saudis,  the  Kuwaitis  and  others  on  the  composition  and 
organization  of  these  forces. 
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Th^  mirax;  The  MNFSA  is  to  deter  aggression  by  Iraq  against 
Saudi  Arabia  and  other  friendly  Arab  states  in  the  Gulf,  to 
ensure  the  territorial  Integrity  and  political  independence 
of  Saudi  Arabia  and  other  members  of  the  GCC,  and  to  conduct 
exercises  and  training  to  enhance  the  proficiency  of  Saudi 
forces  in  the  defense  of  the  Kingdom. 


Adequate  legal  basis  exists  under  the  UN  Charter  and  UNSC 
resolutions  for  the  implementation  of  multinational  efforts. 
I  do  not  believe  it  is  necessary  now  for  the  United  States 
to  seek  additional  UN  endorsement  for  the  MNFSA.  If  I 
subsequently  determined  that  further  UN  endorsement  is 
required,  we  should  ensure  that  any  UN-led  effort  is 
acceptable  to  U.S.  military  commanders  and  an  adequate 
command  structure  is  established  and  operating  beforehand. 


In  concert  with  the  other  UNSC  Permanent  members,  I 
authorize  U.S.  participation  in  discussions  of  the  UN 
Military  Staff  Committee  on  the  MNF  operation  for  Saudi 
Arabia.  If  such  talks  are  initiated,  they  should  be  of 
lower  priority  than  talks  concerning  the  MNFES. 


Soviet  participation  in  the  MNFSA  is  warranted  only  if  the 
Saudis  request  it.  If  so,  we  should  work  with  the  Saudis  to 
insure  that  the  Soviet  mission  is  acceptable  to  us  and  that 
Soviet  forces  are  deployed  at  a  distance  from  U.S. 
operations  in  these  countries.  Soviet  assistance  in 
providing  lift  support  to  others  providing  forces  inside 
Saudi  Arabia  should  be  encouraged.  '^} 


The  XHTES;  The  MNF  to  enforce  economic  sanctions  against 
Iraq  and  Kuwait  is  designed  to  bring  about  the  withdrawal  of 
Iraqi  forces  from  Kuwait,  and  to  restore  Kuwait's 
sovereignty.  Independence  and  territorial  integrity. 
Participating  countries  would  seek  to  prevent  the  export  of 
all  commodities  and  products  originating  in  Iraq  or  Kuwait, 
regardless  of  port  of  embarkation  or  transshipment  point, 
and  prevent  the  shipment  to  Iraq  or  Kuwait,  regardless  of 
declared  port  of  destination  or  transshipment  point,  of  any 
commodities  or  supplies  whose  provision  to  Iraq  or  Kuwait  is 
contrary  to  UNSC  Resolutions  660  and  661.  These  efforts 
should  complement  individual  and  collective  compliance 
measures  already  in  force. 


In  accordance  with  Article  51  of  the  UN  Charter  and  UNSC 
resolutions  660  and  661,  I  hereby  direct  that  all  imports 
and  exports,  except  medicines  and  food  for  humanitarian 
purposes  (l.e.,  natural  disasters)  bound  to  and  from  Iraq 
and  Kuwait  be  Intercepted  immediately.  I  direct  the 
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UfiliySSIFIED 

Secretary  of  Defense  to  iininediateiy  organize  and  coordinate 
a  multinational  force  as  requested  by  the  Government  of 
Kuwait.  U.$.  forces,  in  coordination  with  other  cooperating 
national  forces,  should  take  necessary  action  to  intercept 
vessels  on  a  case-by-case  basis  until  sufficient  U.S.  and 
other  forces  are  available  for  more  comprehensive 
enforcement.  1  also  approve  the  submission  to  Congress  of  a 
separate  letter  informing  it  of  the  character  and  basis  for 
our  intercept  operations  in  keeping  with  my  commitment  to 
congressional  consultations  on  matters  of  national 
importance.  The  GCC  states  and  potential  contributors  to 
the  KNTES  should  be  notified  of  the  implementation  of  the 
intercept  operation.  I  also  agree  to  Soviet  participation 
in  the  MNFES. 

Since  the  UN  Charter  provides  the  legal  basis  for  the 
conduct  of  this  operation,  I  do  not  believe  it  is  necessary 
now  to  obtain  additional  ON  endorsement  for  the  MNFES. 
Subject  to  the  consent  of  the  UKSC  Permanent  members,  I 
agree  to  allow  U.S.  participation  in  discussions  of  the 
MNFES  operation  for  enforcing  sanctions  against  Iraq  and 
Kuwait  by  the  UN  Military  Staff  Committee. 
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THE  WHITE  HOUSE 
WASH  I N  GTO  N 

January  IS,  1991 

NATIONAL  SECURITY  DIRECTIVE  54 

MEMORANDUM  FOR  THE  VICE  PRESIDENT 

THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 
THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 
THE  SECRETARY  OF  DEFENSE 
THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL 
THE  SECRETARY  OF  ENERGY 

DIRECTOR,  OFFICE  OF  MANAGEMENT  AND  BUDGET 
THE  ASSISTANT  TO  THE  PRESIDENT  FOR 
NATIONAL  SECURITY  AFFAIRS 
THE  DIRECTOR  OF  CENTRAL  INTELLIGENCE 
THE  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  JOINT  CHIEFS  OF  STAFF 

SUBJECT:  Responding  to  Iraqi  Aggression  in  the  Gulf  (U) 


1.  Access  to  Persian  Gulf  oil  and  the  security  of  )cey  friendly 
states  in  the  area  are  vital  to  U.S.  national  security. 

Consistent  with  NSD  26  of  October  2,  1989,  and  NSD  45  of  August 
20,  1990,  and  as  a  matter  of  long-standing  policy,  the  United 
States  remains  committed  to  defending  its  vital  Interests  in  the 
region,  if  necessary  through  the  use  of  military  force,  against 
any  power  with  interests  inimical  to  our  own.  Iraq,  by  virtue  of 
its  unprovoked  invasion  of  Kuwait  on  August  2,  1990,  and  its 
subsequent  brutal  occupation,  is  clearly  a  power  with  interests 
inimical  to  our  own.  Economic  sanctions  mandated  by  UN  Security 
Council  Resolution  661  have  had  a  measurable  impact  upon  Iraq's 
economy  but  have  not  accomplished  the  intended  objective  of 
ending  Iraq's  occupation  of  Kuwait.  There  is  no  persuasive 
evidence  that  they  will  do  so  in  a  timely  manner.  Moreover, 
prolonging  the  current  situation  would  be  detrimental  to  the 
United  States  in  that  it  would  increase  the  costs  of  eventual 
military  action,  threaten  the  political  cohesion  of  the  coalition 
of  countries  arrayed  against  Iraq,  allow  for  continued 
brutalization  of  the  Kuwaiti  people  and  destruction  of  their 
country,  and  cause  added  damage  to  the  U.S.  and  world  economies. 
This  directive  sets  forth  guidelines  for  the  defense  of  vital 
U.S.  interests  in  the  face  of  unacceptable  Iraqi  aggression  and 
its  consequences. 

2.  Pursuant  to  my  responsibilities  and  authority  under  the 
Constitution  as  President  and  Commander  in  Chief,  and  under  the 
laws  and  treaties  of  the  United  States,  and  pursuant  to  K.  J. 

Res.  77  (1991),  and  in  accordance  with  the  rights  and  obligations 
of  the  United  States  under  international  law,  including  UN 
Security  Council  Resolutions  660,  661,  662,  664,  665,  666,  667, 
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669,  SIO,  674,  677,  and  678,  and  consistent  with  the  inherent 
right  of  collective  self-defense  affirmed  in  Article  51  of  the 
of  the  United  Nations  Charter,  I  hereby  authorize  military 
actions  designed  to  bring  about  Iraq's  withdrawal  from  Kuwait, 
These  actions  are  to  be  conducted  against  Iraq  and  Iraqi  forces 
in  Kuwait  by  U.S.  air,  sea  and  land  conventional  military  forces, 
in  coordination  with  the  forces  of  our  coalition  partners,  at  a 
date  and  time  I  shall  determine  and  communicate  through  National 
Command  Authority  channels.  This  authorization  is  for  the 
following  purposes: 

a.  to  effect  the  immediate,  complete  and  unconditional 
withdrawal  of  all  Iraqi  forces  from  Kuwait; 

b.  to  restore  Kuwait's  legitimate  government; 

c,  to  protect  the  lives  of  American  citizens  abroad;  and 

d,  to  promote  the  security  and  the  stability  of  the 
Persian  Gulf. 

3.  To  achieve  the  above  purposes,  U.S.  and  coalition  forces 
should  seek  to: 

a.  defend  Saudi  Arabia  and  the  other  GCC  states  against 
attack; 

b.  preclude  Iraqi  launch  of  ballistic  missiles  against 
neighboring  states  and  friendly  forces; 

c.  destroy  Iraq's  chemical,  biological,  and  nuclear 
capabilities; 

d.  destroy  Iraq's  command,  control,  and  communications 
capabilities; 

e.  eliminate  the  Republican  Guards  as  an  effective 
fighting  force;  and 

f.  conduct  operations  designed  to  drive  Iraq's  forces  from 
Kuwait,  break  the  will  of  Iraqi  forces,  discourage 
Iraqi  use  of  chemical,  biological  or  nuclear  weapons, 
encourage  defection  of  Iraqi  forces,  and  weaken  Iraqi 
popular  support  for  the  current  government. 

4.  While  acting  to  achieve  the  purposes  in  paragraph  2  above 
and  carry  out  the  missions  in  paragraph  3  above,  every  reasonable 
effort  should  be  taken  to; 

a.  minimize  U.S.  and  coalition  casualties  and 
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b.  reduce  collateral  damage  incident  to  military  attacks, 
taking  special  precautions  to  minimize  civilian 
casualties  and  damage  to  non-military  economic 
infrastructure,  energy-related  facilities,  and 
religious  sites, 

5.  The  United  States  shall  seek  the  maximum  participation  of 
its  coalition  partners  in  3!!  aspects  of  operations  conducted  in 
either  Kuwait  or  Iraq.  ^>5) 

6.  The  United  States  will  encourage  Iraq's  neighbors  Syria  and 
Turkey  to  increase  their  forces  along  their  borders  with  Iraq  so 
as  to  draw  off  Iraqi  forces  from,  and  resources  devoted  to,  the 
Kuwait  theatre  of  operations.  ^ 

7.  The  United  States  will  discourage  the  government  of  Israel 
from  participating  in  any  military  action.  In  particular,  we 
will  seek  to  discourage  any  preemptive  actions  by  Israel.  Should 
Israel  be  threatened  with  imminent  attack  or  be  attacked  by  Iraq, 
the  United  States  will  respond  with  force  against  Iraq  and  will 
discourage  Israeli  participation  in  hostilities.  {J8) 

8.  The  United  States  will  discourage  any  participation  in 
hostilities  by  Jordan.  Similarly,  the  United  States  will 
discourage  any  Jordanian  facilitation  of,  or  support  for,  Iraqi 
military  efforts.  The  United  States  will  also  di^ourage 
violation  of  Jordanian  territory  or  airspace.  .<T'S) 

9.  The  United  States  recognizes  the  territorial  integrity  of 
Iraq  and  will  not  support  efforts  to  change  current  boundaries. 


10.  Should  Iraq  resort  to  using  chemical,  biological,  or  nuclear 
weapons,  be  found  supporting  terrorist  acts  against  U.S,  or 
coalition  partners  anywhere  in  the  world,  or  destroy  Kuwait's  oil 
fields,  it  shall  become  an  explicit  objective  of  the  United 
States  to  replace  the  current  leadership  of  Iraq.  I  also  want  to 
preserve  the  option  of  authorizing  additional  punitive  actions 
against  Iraq.  p>S') 


11.  All  appropriate  U.S.  government  departments  and  agencies  are 
to  prepare  and  present  to  me  for  decision  those  measures 
necessary  for  stabilizing  to  the  extent  possible  energy  supplies 
and  prices  during  hostilities. 


12.  Military  operations  will  come  to  an  end  only  when  I  have 
determined  that  the  objectives  set  forth  in  paragraph  2  above 
have  been  met. 


LIST  OF  ACRONYMS  USED 


APC 

Armored  Personnel  Carrier 

CNN 

Cable  News  Network 

GEN 

General 

JSTARS 

Joint  Surveillanee  and  Target  Attaek  Radar  System 

KIA 

Killed  In  Aetion 

KSA 

Kingdom  of  Saudi  Arabia 

KTO 

Kuwait  Theater  of  Operations 

NFZ 

No-Fly  Zone 

NIF 

National  Islamie  Front 

NSD 

National  Seeurity  Direetive 

OBF 

Osama  Bin  Laden 

ONW 

Operation  Northern  Wateh 

OSW 

Operation  Southern  Wateh 

TEAM 

Tomahawk  Land  Attaek  Missile 

TOR 

Terms  of  Referenee 

UN 

United  Nations 

UNSCR 

UN  Seeurity  Couneil  Resolution 

UNSCOM 

UN  Speeial  Commission 

U.S. 

United  States 

uss 

United  States  Ship 

WIA 

Wounded  In  Aetion 
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